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Existing Conditions Report 

The Town of North Hemp stead , Baxter Esta tes, Flower Hill, Manorhaven, Pla ndome 
Manor, Port Washing ton North, Sands Point, the Genera l Counc il of Homeowner 
Assoc ia tions of Port Washing ton, the Grea ter Port Washington Business 
Improvement Distric t and  Residents for a  More Beautiful Port Washing ton have 
joined  together to c ommission a  visioning  p roc ess to develop  a  Sha red  Vision  for 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  These entities c omprise the Steering  Committee 
whose role is to guide the p roc ess to develop  a  c ommunity based  vision for the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula .  Through the Shared  Vision: Port Washing ton Peninsula  
(Sha red  Vision) p roc ess, the many jurisd ic tiona l authorities, spec ia l d istric ts, and  
residents began to p lan for the future of the Port Washing ton Peninsula , 
rec ognizing  tha t eac h dec ision impac ts the entire Peninsula . This p rojec t a llowed  
the Port Washing ton c ommunity an opp ortunity to pa rtic ipa te in the dec ision-
making  p roc ess to shape the future of the Peninsula .  
 
 
Ultimate Goals of the Shared Vision Process 

The Steering  Committee c rea ted  five goa ls to serve as guides throughout the 
visioning  p roc ess: 
 
 

 
 
Study Area 

For the purp ose of this report, the stud y a rea  (Port Washing ton Peninsula ) is 
defined  by the boundaries of the Port Washington Union Free Sc hool Distric t and 
the Port Washing ton Fire Department. This a rea  has a lso been identified  as an 
Ec onomic  Development Zone (EDZ) b y the Nassa u County Planning  Commission. 
The study a rea , app roxima tely eleven squa re miles, inc ludes an uninc orpora ted  
a rea  and  six inc orpora ted  villages: Baxter Esta tes, a  portion of Flower Hill, 
Manorhaven, a  portion of Plandome Manor, Port Washing ton North, and  
Sands Point. 
 

Shared  Vision: Port Wa shing ton Peninsula  Goals  

 Define Port Washing ton Peninsula-wide, c ommunity d riven goa ls for 

a  susta inab le app roac h to p lanning . 

 Define both c urrent and  long-term ob jec tives of the Port 

Washing ton Peninsula . 

 Help  the Town and  Villages p rioritize the a lloc a tion of resourc es. 

 Crea te a  p lanning  approac h tha t respec ts the d iverse needs of 

Port Washing ton residents and  the institutiona l roles of the va rious 

governmenta l entities. 

 Crea te an imp lementab le p lan for the Port Washing ton Peninsula . 
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Visioning Process 

The visioning  p roc ess was designed  to a llow the entire Port Washing ton 
c ommunity an opportunity to pa rtic ipa te in a  c ommunity-based  p lanning 
exerc ise. This p roc ess has four-phases: (1) Existing  Cond itions Ana lysis, (2) Pub lic  
Outreac h and  Pa rtic ipa tion, (3) Development of a  Vision Plan, and  (4) 
Imp lementa tion.  The goa l of this four-phase p rojec t is to develop  and  imp lement 
a  vision for the future of the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  Through this Sha red  Vision 
p roc ess, the many jurisd ic tiona l authorities, sp ec ia l d istric ts, and  c ommunity 
members have begun to p lan for the future of the Port Washington Peninsula , 
rec ognizing  tha t eac h dec ision impac ts the entire Peninsula .  
 
 

Figure ES1 Shared Vision: Port Washington Peninsula Process 

 
 
 
Phase I of this p roc ess inc luded  an assessment of the existing  c ond itions on the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc lud ing  tra ffic , pa rking , c ommunity servic es, open 
spac e, development, and  wa ter qua lity.  This rep ort is a  c omp ila tion of ava ilab le 
informa tion rela tive to the Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc lud ing  ac c essib le stud ies 
c omp leted  by the Town, villages, spec ia l d istric ts and  c ommunity g roup s in the 
last ten yea rs.  All munic ipa lities and  spec ia l d istric ts were interviewed  in 
p repa ra tion of this report.  This existing  c ond itions ana lysis served  as the 
founda tion up on whic h a  vision for the entire Port Washing ton Peninsula  has been 
developed .   The Shared  Vision p roc ess was a  six-month p roc ess tha t inc luded  a  
series of pub lic  meetings beg inning with a  Community Launc h meeting  January 
26, 2005. The Community Launc h p rovided  an outline of the p roc ess for the entire 
p rojec t. 
 
Based  on the ana lysis of the existing  c ond itions, ten (10) ma jor top ic  a reas 
emerged : Infrastruc ture, Community Servic es, Tra ffic / Pa rking , Pub lic  Sa fety, 
Downtown/ Commerc ia l Corridors, Red evelop ment/ Land  Use, Housing , Open 
Spac e, Wa terfront, and  Water Qua lity. Three Opportunity Area s: 
Environmenta l/ Rec rea tiona l, Infrastruc ture/ Supp ort Servic es, and  Development 
were c rea ted  by group ing  top ic  a reas where overlap  or synergy existed . 
Informa tion and  pub lic  input p rovided  during  the p roc ess helped  refine and  
supp lement informa tion in the Existing  Cond ition Report.   
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Figure ES-2: Port Washington Shared Vision Process 

 
 
 
The open forums helped  refine geographic  foc us a reas for the Design Event.  The 
Design Event Weekend  inc luded  a  wa lking  tour rela ted  to eac h issue, sma ll g roup  
d isc ussions and  p resenta tion to the la rger g roup .  Fina lly, based  on a ll the pub lic  
input ga thered , a  Sha red  Vision Plan, c onta ining  short, med ium and  long-term 
goa ls for the Port Washing ton Peninsula  was developed  and  p resented  to the 
c ommunity on June 29, 2005.  Fina lly, based  on a ll the pub lic  input ga thered , a  
Vision Plan, c onta ining short, med ium and  long term goa ls for the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  was developed  and  p resented  to the c ommunity on 
June 29, 2005. 
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The Town of North Hempstead ; the inc orpora ted  villages of Baxter Esta tes, 
Flower Hill, Manorhaven, Plandome Manor, Port Washing ton North, and 
Sands Point; the Genera l Counc il of Homeowner Assoc ia tions of Port 
Washing ton; the Greater Port Washing ton Business Improvement Distric t; 
and  Residents for a  More Beautiful Port Washing ton have joined  together 
to form a  Steering  Committee to guide the Shared  Vision: Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  (Shared  Vision) p roc ess.   
 
 

 
 
 
This p roc ess has four-phases: (1) Existing  Cond itions Ana lysis, (2) Pub lic  Outreac h 
and  Pa rtic ipa tion, (3) Development of a  Vision Plan, and  (4) Imp lementa tion.  The 
goa l of this four-phase p rojec t is to develop  and  imp lement a  vision for the future 
of the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  Through this Sha red  Vision p roc ess, the many 
jurisd ic tiona l authorities, spec ia l d istric ts, and  c ommunity members have b egun to 
p lan for the future of the Port Washington Peninsula , rec ognizing  tha t eac h 
dec ision impac ts the entire Peninsula .  
 
 

Figure 1: Shared Vision: Port Washington Peninsula Process 

 
 
 
The Shared  Vision p roc ess is designed  to offer the entire Port Washing ton 
c ommunity an opportunity to pa rtic ipa te in an open c ommunity-based  p lanning 
exerc ise.  Phase I of this p roc ess inc luded  an assessment of the existing  c ond itions 
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on the Port Washington Peninsula  inc lud ing  tra ffic , pa rking , c ommunity servic es, 
open spac e, development, and  water qua lity.  This report is a  c omp ila tion of 
ava ilab le informa tion rela tive to the Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc lud ing 
ac c essib le stud ies c omp leted  by the Town, villages, spec ia l d istric ts and  
c ommunity g roup s in the last ten yea rs.  All munic ipa lities and  spec ia l d istric ts 
were interviewed  in p repa ra tion of this report.  This existing  c ond itions ana lysis 
served  a s the founda tion upon whic h a  vision for the entire Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  has been developed .  
 
Phase II and  III of the Shared  Vision p roc ess were app roxima tely six-months and 
inc luded  a  series of pub lic  meetings beginning  with a  Community Launc h 
meeting  January 26, 2005.  The Community Launc h outlined  the p roc ess for the 
entire p rojec t. Figure 2 g raphic a lly outlines Phase II and  Phase III of the Shared  
Vision p roc ess for the Port Washington Peninsula .  

 

 Figure 2: Port Washington Shared Vision Process 

 
 
 
 

Based on the analysis of the existing conditions, ten (10) major top ic  areas emerged:  
Open Space, Waterfront, and Water Quality, Infrastruc ture, Traffic  and Parking, 
Community Services, Public  Safety and Code Enforcement, Downtown and 
Commerc ia l Corridors, Housing, and Redevelopment and Land Use.  The topic  areas 
were grouped together to form three Opportunity Areas: Environment/Recreation, 
Infrastruc ture/Support Services, and Development.  Figure 3 below graphically depic ts 
how the topic  areas were grouped into the Opportunity Areas.  In March, the Port 
Washington Peninsula community was invited to partic ipate in an Open Forum 
discussion on each Opportunity Areas.  Through these Open Forum discussions, 
community members shared and prioritized their issues and concerns. 
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Figure 3 Open Forums 

 
 
 
 
Based  on the issues and  c onc erns highlighted  through the Open Forum 
d isc ussions, c ommunity members were invited  to a  Design Event Weekend  to 
p ropose possib le solutions or remed ies.  The Design Event Weekend  inc luded  a  
wa lking  tour rela ted  to eac h issue, sma ll g roup  d isc ussions and  p resenta tion to 
the la rger g roup .  Fina lly, based  on a ll the pub lic  input ga thered , a  Sha red  Vision 
Plan, c onta ining  short, med ium and  long-term goa ls for the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  was developed  and  p resented  to the c ommunity on June 29, 2005. 
 
 
Boundaries of the Study Area 

The stud y a rea  (Port Washing ton Peninsula ) is defined  by the boundaries of the 
Port Washing ton Union Free Sc hool Distric t (PWUFSD).  This a rea  ha s a lso been 
identified  as an Ec onomic  Development Zone (EDZ) by the Na ssa u County 
Planning  Commission.  The study a rea , app roxima tely eleven squa re miles, 
inc ludes an uninc orpora ted  a rea  and  six inc orp ora ted  villages: Baxter Esta tes, 
pa rt of Flower Hill, Manorhaven, pa rt of Plandome Manor, Port Washing ton North, 
and  Sands Point. 

Infrastructure Traffic/   
Parking 

Community 
Services 

Downtown/ 
Commercial 

Housing 

Open Space 

Redevelopment/             
Land Use 

Waterfront Water Quality 

Public Safety/       
Code Enforcement 

Environment/ 
Recreation 

Support 
Services 

Development 

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 



 

August 2005  Page 4 

Existing Conditions Report 

Study Area 

In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

 



 

August 2005  Page 5 

Existing Conditions Report 

History 

The Port Washing ton Peninsula  ec onomy and  c ulture have historic a lly been linked 
to the waterfront and  New York City.  Settled  in the 17th c entury by Europeans, 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula  was a  subsistenc e fa rming , ranc hing , and  fishing  
c ommunity. The Ma tenec oc k Ind ians, who c a lled  Port Washing ton “ sint sink”  or 
p lac e of sma ll stones, used  the Port Washington Peninsula  as a  base for fishing 
before the Europeans a rrived .  In the la te 18th c entury, a  ship  build ing  industry 
developed  on the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  As New York City g rew into a  ma jor 
c ity, the ties between the Port Washing ton Peninsula  and  the island  of Manha ttan 
developed . The Port Washing ton Peninsula  p rovided  easy ba rge ac c ess to New 
York City, New Jersey and  Connec tic ut.  The Port Washing ton Peninsula  bec ame 
a  c ommerc ia l fa rming  a nd  oystering  c enter p rovid ing  food  to feed  the growing 
popula tion of New York City.1  La ter as Manhattan bec ame an c ommerc ia l hub , 
Port Washing ton p rovided  sand  from the sand  mines on the east side of the 
Peninsula  to build  the skysc rapers.  Between 1865 and  1930, 100 million tons of 
sand  were delivered  to New York City.2  oday, many Port Washing ton residents 
c ommute to New York City for work and  the link between Port Washington and  
New York City rema ins strong . 
 
Beginning in the ea rly 1900s, the villages on the Port Washington Peninsula  began 
to inc orpora te to avoid  higher spec ia l d istric t taxes, to ga in c ontrol of zoning or to 
avoid  being c onsumed  by la rger villages surround ing them.  The village of Sands 
Point was inc orpora ted  in 1910 and the villages of Motts Point and Ba rkers Point 
were absorbed in l917.  Manorhaven and Flower Hill inc orpora ted  in 1930; 
Plandome Manor and Baxter Esta tes inc orpora ted  in 1931.  Port Washington North 
was the last village on the Peninsula  to inc orpora te in 1932.  A la rge portion of the 
Port Washington Peninsula  never inc orpora ted  and remains under jurisd ic tion of the 
Town of North Hempstead.3 
 
 
Topography 

Topography is the shape or c onfigura tion of the land  rep resented  on a  map  by 
c ontour lines, hypsometric  tints, and  relief shad ing .  The ma jority of the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  is modera tely slop ing  (less than 15 perc ent slope) to nea rly 
level topography, w ith a  few sma ll a reas slope over 15 perc ent.  The a rea  a long 
Hempstead  Harbor has a  more c omp lex topography mostly due to its history of 
sand  mining .  The surfac e is app roximately 100 feet below the orig ina l g round  
surfac e.  The topography in this western pa rt of the Peninsula  inc ludes up  to 
40 perc ent slopes.4  

                                                      
1   Grande, Anthony. An Analysis of the Port Washington Business District. Catholic University: 1973. 
2   Shodell, Elly, ed. Particles of the Past: Sandmining on Long Island 1870s – 1980s. Port Washington Library: 

1985. 
3   Kent, Joan Gay. Incomplete History of Port Washington: and the Cow Neck Peninsula. 1997. 
4  Town of North Hempstead. Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan. Prepared by Cashin Associates, PC. March 
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Map 1.2 Topographic Map 

 
 
 

Demographics5  

The Port Washing ton Peninsula  has app roxima tely 28,545 peop le living  in 10,450 
households. App roxima tely 26 perc ent of the popula tion is under 19 yea rs of age 
and  14 perc ent is over 65 yea rs of age.  Between 1990 and  2000, the number of 

                                                      
5  The US Census does not collect information about school districts.  Demographic information in this report is 

for the 11050 zip code area.  The boundaries for this area are slightly different than the boundaries for the 
school district, but it offers the closest estimate for the Port Washington population.  In
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c hild ren under age 14 has inc reased  30 perc ent.  There were 27 perc ent fewer 
peop le between the ages of 15 and  34 in 2000 than in 1990 while the number of 
adults age 35 to 54 inc reased  11.7 perc ent.  
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While the ma jority of the popula tion (85 perc ent) is Cauc asian, 8.5 perc ent is 
Asian and  2.2 perc ent is Afric an-Americ an.  Ab out 11 perc ent of the 
Port Washing ton popula tion identifies themselves as Hispanic  or La tino.6 
 
 

Racial Breakdown of Port Washington Population 

Caucasian
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Asian
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African American
2%

Two or More Races
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3%

 
 

                                                      
6   It should be noted that Hispanic/Latino is a separate category than race in the US Census.  According to the 

US Census, "Origin can be viewed as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person 
or the person's parents or ancestors before their arrival in the Untied States.  People who identify their origin 
as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race."  Therefore the percentages for this data will exceed 
100% due to duplicate reporting. In
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Governmental Structure 

For purp oses of this p roc ess, the Port Washington Peninsula  (Peninsula ) is defined  
by the boundaries of the PWUFSD.  The Peninsula  is w ithin the Town of 
North Hempstead  (Town) and  Nassau County (County).  Primary a uthority on the 
Peninsula  rests w ith the Town and  the six inc orpora ted  villages: Baxter Esta tes, 
Flower Hill, Manorhaven, Plandome Manor, Port Washing ton North, and  
Sands Point.  Eac h village has c ontrol over p lanning  and  zoning  regula tion, road  
and  sidewa lk ma intenanc e, pa rking , and  solid  waste c ollec tion w ithin its 
jurisd ic tion.  The Town is responsib le for these func tions for the uninc orp ora ted  
a rea  of the Port Washing ton Peninsula  (Uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton), whic h 
enc ompasses app roxima tely 4.7 squa re miles.7  The Town ma inta ins Town-owned  
roads, p roperty, and  pa rks throughout the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  The 
County is responsib le for ma intenanc e of County-owned  roads, pa rks, and  
p roperty throughout the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  Although the only 
New York Sta te (Sta te)-owned  road , Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  (Route 101) 
c ontinues well north of the Sta te’ s other a reas of resp onsib ility, the Sta te is 
responsib le for ma intenanc e of this road  from Route 25A to Midd le Nec k Road . 

 

Within the Port Washing ton Peninsula , there a re spec ia l d istric ts for sc hools, wa ter, 
ga rbage, fire , polic e, sewer, pa rking , and  lib ra ries.  A spec ia l d istric t is a  “ town or 
c ounty improvement d istric t, d istric t c orpora tion, or other d istric t estab lished  for 
the purpose of c a rrying  on, performing  or financ ing  one or more improvements or 
servic es intended  to benefit the hea lth, welfa re, sa fety or c onvenienc e of the 
inhab itants of suc h d istric t.”  8  Boa rds of c ommissioners, elec ted  to three-yea r 
terms, oversee most d istric ts.9  The Port Washing ton Pa rking  Distric t is managed  by 
the Town.  The Town assesses p roperty owners w ithin eac h d istric t an annua l fee 
based  on the budget of eac h d istric t.  These d istric ts c ross jurisd ic tiona l 
boundaries and  va ry in size.  The sc hool and  fire d istric ts a re the la rgest spec ia l 
d istric ts on the Peninsula .  Within the uninc orpora ted  a rea  of the Peninsula , many 
of these spec ia l d istric ts p rovide servic es tha t a re p rovided  by the village 
governments to their c onstituents suc h as pa rking  and  sidewa lk repa ir. 
 
 
Unique Challenges to the Port Washington Peninsula 

Crea ting  and  imp lementing  a  Sha red  Vision Plan for the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  req uired  the pa rtic ipa tion and  c oopera tion of the va rious 
governmenta l entities with jurisd ic tion on the Peninsula  inc lud ing  the Town, the 
County, the villages, and  the spec ia l d istric ts.  A reg iona l p lanning  perspec tive is 
important for the Port Washing ton Peninsula  bec ause many qua lity of life and  
p lanning  issues transc end  the jurisd ic tiona l boundaries of the ind ividua l 
governmenta l entities on the Peninsula .  The d ifferent jurisd ic tions sha re a  
peninsula  surround ed  by water w ith limited  ac c ess points for tra ffic .  In add ition to 

                                                      
7  N.Y.U.C.C. Law §20-42 
8  N.Y.U.C.C. Law §50-57 
9  ibid In
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tra ffic  impac ts, a ir qua lity, storm wa ter management, wa ter qua lity, and  open 
spac e a re examp les of issues tha t c an be add ressed  through reg iona l p lanning .  
Reg iona l p lanning  is c ha lleng ing  to imp lement as it requires c oopera tion and  
c oord ina tion; b ut it offers the potentia l for overa ll qua lity of life improvement and 
often c ost savings.  The Shared  Vision p roc ess is an idea l forum to open a  
d ia logue on sha red  issues and  opp ortunities for the entire Port Washing ton 
Peninsula .  
 
 
Ultimate Goals of the Shared Vision Process 

The Steering  Committee c rea ted  five goa ls to serve as guides throughout the 
visioning  p roc ess: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shared  Vision: Port Washing ton Peninsula  Goals  

 Define Port Washing ton Peninsula -w ide, c ommunity d riven 

goa ls for a  susta inab le approac h to p lanning. 

 Define both c urrent and  long-term ob jec tives of the Port 

Washing ton Peninsula . 

 Help  the Town and  Villages p rioritize the a lloc a tion of 

resourc es. 

 Crea te a  p lanning approac h tha t respec ts the d iverse needs 

of Port Washing ton residents and  the institutiona l roles of the 

va rious governmenta l entities. 

 Crea te an implementab le p lan for the Port Washing ton 

Peninsula . 
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The open spac e per c ap ita  for Long Island is about 0.06 ac res (of open 
spac e per ac re). While low, this open spac e per c ap ita  is c omparab le to 
the New York Metro Region.10  The designa ted  park spac e per c ap ita  for 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula  is about 0.05 ac res.11  There a re many 
pub lic  parks and preserves owned  by the County, the Town, and  the 
villages on the Peninsula .  The County owns over ha lf of the approxima tely 
1,400 ac res of designa ted  pa rkland  on the Peninsula .  The map below 
dep ic ts the parkland  and  golf c ourses on the Peninsula . 
 
 

Open Space 

 

                                                      
10  Long Island Index, http://www.longislandindex.org.  
11  Based on a population estimate of 28,545 people. O
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County-Owned Parks/Preserves 

Nassa u County owns the Sands Point Preserve, Baxter Pond , Stanna rds Brook, 
Leeds Pond  Preserve, and  Hempstead  Harbor Pa rk.  Baxter Pond  is 5.4 ac res and  
Stanna rds Brook is 3 ac res.12  Leeds Pond  Preserve, loc a ted  a t Plandome Road  
and  Roc k Ha llow Bouleva rd , is 36 ac res and  inc ludes the Sc ienc e Museum of 
Long Island . 
 
 

 
 
The Sands Point Preserve is on the northern pa rt of the Port Washington Peninsula . 
The 216-ac re p reserve a lso inc ludes a  passive-use outdoor rec rea tion a rea , 
Hempstead  House, Ca stle Gould , and  Fa la ise, the mansion of the Cap ta in Harry 
F. Guggenheim built in 1923.   
 

 

 
 
 

                                                      
12  Nassau County Open Space Plan. 2001. 
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Hempstead  Harbor Pa rk is a  290-ac re pa rk on Hempstead  Harbor has basketba ll, 
handba ll, and  shuffleboa rd  c ourts; soc c er and  softba ll fie lds; a  p ic nic  a rea ; a  
fishing  doc k; and  a  p layground .  The County a lso owns the mostly undeveloped  
pa rk land , north of the Town’s Harbor Links Golf Course, whic h fea tures an 
aerod rome for model a irp lanes.   
 
 

 
 
 
The Town and  the County a re c urrently in negotia tions to transfer ownership  of 
the Hempstead  Harbor Pa rk to the Town.  This p a rk is ad jac ent to Town-owned  
Bar Beac h.  In add ition, 168 ac res of undeveloped  pa rkland  north of the Town’s 
Harbor Links Golf Course w ill a lso transfer to Town ownership . 
 
 

 
 

Fence between Hempstead Harbor Park and Bar Beach 

Hempstead Harbor Park 
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Town- Owned Parks/Preserves/Open Space 

The Town owns Ba r Beac h, Manorhaven Park, Mill Pond , Barba ra  Johnson Park, and  
Blumenfeld  Family Park.  Bar Beac h, on Hempstead Harbor, is a  34-ac re pa rk offers 
beac hes and rec rea tiona l ac tivities inc lud ing a  fishing p ier, boat ramp , ba thhouse, 
basketba ll and shuffleboard  c ourts, horseshoe p its, p ic nic  a reas, and  a  p layground .   
 
 

 
 
 
Manorhaven Beac h Pa rk, on the northern end  of the Peninsula ,  is 18.2 ac res and  
has an Olymp ic  size outdoor p ool; basketba ll, tennis, handba ll, rac quetba ll, and  
boc c i c ourts; horseshoe p its; a thletic  fie lds for soc c er and  softba ll, p ic nic  a rea ; 
boa t ramp ; p layground ; and  ac c ess to the Manhasset Bay beac h.  
 
 

 

Manorhaven Park 
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Barba ra  Johnson Park is a  sma ll neighborhood  pa rk ad jac ent Manhasset Bay on 
the west side of Shore Road  and  Blumenfeld  Family Pa rk is a long Ma in Street.  
Mill Pond  is 7.8 ac res and  loc a ted  on the east side of Shore Road .   
 
 

 
 
 
The Town-owned  Harbor Links Golf Course was b uilt in 1998 on 400 ac res of an old  
sand  mine.  The Harbor Links Golf Course is a  member of the Aud ubon Soc iety 
Signa ture p rogram, opera ted  by a  p riva te entity not a ffilia ted  w ith the Na tiona l 
Aud ubon Soc iety.  As a  member of this p rog ram, the Town has a  Na tura l 
Resourc e Management Plan for the p rop erty tha t add resses “ w ild life 
c onserva tion and  hab ita t enhanc ement, water qua lity monitoring  and  
management, integra ted  pest management, wa ter c onserva tion, energy 
effic ienc y, and  waste management.” 13 
 
 
Village-Owned Parks/Preserves 

The village of Sands Point purc hased  the IBM Country Club  in 1994 and  ma inta ins 
it as the village of Sands Point Club  whic h inc ludes an 18-hole golf c ourse.  The 
210-ac re c lub , whic h borders Hempstead  Harbor and  is pa rt of the esta te of 
Isaac  Guggenheim, has a  pool; p ic nic  tab les; tennis, basketba ll, softba ll and 
volleyba ll c ourts; and  the Guggenheim Mansion.  Membership  is open to 
residents of Sands Point. The village of Manorhaven owns the Manorhaven 
Wild life Preserve ea st of Manorhaven Park.  This six-ac re p reserve, p reviously 
underwa ter, was c rea ted  in the 1960s b y the Town and  was p reviously used  for 

                                                      
13 Harbor Links Golf Course website. http://www.harborlinks.com.   
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d isposa l of leaves and  other land  deb ris.14  The village of Port Washing ton North 
owns Pellegrino Pa rk on the west side of Shore Road  and  is in the p roc ess of 
rec eiving  an add itiona l pa rc el opposite the Stop  and  Shop  c omp lex. 
 
 
Other Parks/Preserves 

In add ition to the pub lic  golf c ourses, there a re two la rger p riva tely owned 
c ountry c lubs w ith golf c ourses inc lud ing  the Plandome Country Club  and  the 
North Hempstead  Country Club .  There is a lso a  33-ac re p riva te b ird  sanc tua ry in 
Sands Point a t the northwestern tip  of the Port Washing ton Peninsula , a long  
East Creek.  The beac h c lubs tha t dot the shoreline a re owned  by va rious c ivic  
assoc ia tions.  
 
The spec ia l d istric ts have severa l p roperties. The PWWPCD owns both Sunset Pa rk 
and  Lions Field .  Sunset Pa rk inc ludes a  baseba ll fie ld , c onc ert band  shell, and  
shoreline p romenade.  Lions Field  inc ludes severa l p laying  fields.  The PWUFSD has 
p laying  fields ad jac ent to most of the sc hools a nd  a lso owns the Guggenheim 
p roperty, a  17-ac re undeveloped  site w ith a  wood land  and  mead ow.  The 
PWUFSD a lso owns a  sma ller p roperty w ith the former Guggenheim Ga tehouse.  
The Cow Nec k Historic a l Soc iety owns two p roperties w ith historic  homes.  There 
a re severa l sma ll poc ket pa rks and  beautified  landsc ap ing  a reas sc a ttered  
throughout the Peninsula .  
 
 

 
 
 

                                                      
14 Jennifer Wilson Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven. Telephone Interview. March 2005. 

Sunset Park 

O
p

en
 S

p
ac

e 



 

August 2005  Page 16 

Existing Conditions Report 

As a  peninsula , surfac e and  drinking  wa ter qua lity is vita l to the future 
susta inab ility of Port Washing ton.  The Port Washing ton Peninsula  borders 
Manhasset Bay on the west side, Hempstead Harbor on the east side and 
the Long Island  Sound on the north side.  Water qua lity issues in the Bay, 
Harbor and  Sound  have an ec onomic  and  hea lth impac t on the lives of 
Port Washing ton Peninsula  residents.  In add ition, both the 
Port Washing ton Water Distric t and  the Sands Point Water Department rely 
on groundwater from the Port Washing ton Peninsula  to p rovide d rinking 
wa ter for the residents. 
 
 

 
 
 
Surface Water Quality 

Water qua lity c onc erns identified  for both the Bay and  the Harbor inc lude: low  
d issolved  oxygen c ond itions (hypoxia ), toxic  c ontamina tion, pa thogen 
c ontamination, floa tab le deb ris, hab ita t loss and  its impac t on living marine 
resourc es, and  land  use and  development tha t degrades hab ita t and wa ter 
qua lity.  Of these p rob lems, hyp oxia  is deemed  the most serious c ond ition, 
bec ause it c an c ause la rge trac ts of the wa ter, espec ia lly nea r the c oasts, to  be 
unfit for marine life.  This c ond ition is c ha rac terized  by low d issolved  oxygen 
c ond itions in the water, whic h oc c urs on an annua l basis in the summer (usua lly 
from mid -July to Sep tember).  These anoxic  c ond itions c an result in "dead zones" 
tha t no fish and  other spec ies c an use as hab ita t.  The ma in sourc e of hypoxia  is 
urban or storm wa ter runoff whic h is c ha rac terized  by high nutrient c ontent.  
Under these c ond itions c oup led  w ith favorab le g rowing  c ond itions (i.e . light, 
tempera ture), bac teria  numbers multip ly.  Their metabolic  ac tivities (resp ira tion) 
dep lete ava ilab le d issolved  oxygen. 

Manhasset Bay 
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The tab le below lists the Sta te Department of Environmenta l Conserva tion 
(NYSDEC) c lassific a tions and  standa rds used  to desc ribe sa line and  fresh waters in 
the County. Manhasset Bay water c lassific a tion ranges inc lude SA, SB and  SC. 
Hempstead  Harbor c lassific a tions inc lude SA and  SB.  While these c lassific a tions 
a llow shell fishing  and  p rimary and  sec ondary c ontac t rec rea tion and  fishing , 
there have been beac h c losures in the past five yea rs. 
 
 

Classific ations and Best Uses of Saline Surfac e Waters15 

Class Best Uses of Water 

SA 
Shell fishing  for market purposes, p rimary and  sec ondary c ontac t 
rec rea tion and  fishing .  Wa ters a re suitab le for fish p ropaga tion and  
surviva l. 

SB 
Primary and  sec ondary c ontac t rec rea tion and  fishing .  Wa ters a re 
suitab le for fish p ropaga tion and  surviva l. 

SC 
These wa ters sha ll be for fish p ropaga tion and  surviva l.  The wa ter 
qua lity sha ll be suitab le for p rimary and  sec ondary c ontac t rec rea tion, 
a lthough other fac tors may limit the use for these purposes. 

I Sec ondary c ontac t rec rea tion and  fishing  

SD 

These wa ters sha ll be suitab le for fish surviva l.  This c lassific a tion may be 
g iven to those wa ters tha t, bec ause of na tura l or man-made 
c ond itions, c annot meet the requirements for p rimary and  sec ondary 
c ontac t rec rea tion and  fish p ropaga tion. 

 
 
Severa l restora tion p rojec ts have been c omp leted  or a re in p rogress tha t should  
have a  positive impac t on water qua lity:16 

 Restora tion of wetlands south of Ba r Beac h by the Town. 

 The County’ s restora tion of Baxter Pond . 

 The village of Manorhaven restora tion of the Na ture Preserve. 

 Port Washing ton North’ s restora tion of the Lewis Oil p roperty. 

 Restora tion of the County’ s Stanna rds Brook Pa rk.  

 
 
Storm Water Runoff 

Storm wa ter d isc ha rge into Hempstead  Harbor and  Manhasset Bay is genera ted  
by “ runoff from land  and  impervious a reas suc h as paved  streets, pa rking  lots, 
and  build ing  rooftops during  ra infa ll and  snow events tha t often c onta in 
pollutants in quantities tha t c ould  adversely a ffec t wa ter qua lity.” 17 
 

                                                      
15  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Water Classifications. www.dec.state.ny.us .  
16 Jennifer Wilson Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven.  Telephone Interview.  March 2005. 
17  USEPA National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System website. http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.   W

at
er

 Q
u

al
it

y 



 

August 2005  Page 18 

Existing Conditions Report 

Storm Water runoff18 

 
 
 
Most storm wa ter runoff is c onsidered  non-point sourc e p ollution and  requires 
c overage b y a  Na tiona l Pollutant Disc ha rge Elimina tion System (NPDES) permit.  In 
2003, the County submitted  a  Notic e of Intent (NOI) to imp lement a  storm wa ter 
management p rogram and  rec eived  a  Sta te Pollution Disc ha rge Elimina tion 
System (SPDES) permit, as d id  the Town and  a ll of the villages under Phase II of the 
Munic ipa l Separa te Storm Sewer p rogram (MS4).  Eac h opera tor must annua lly 
eva lua te its c omp lianc e, app rop ria teness of its selec ted  best management 
p rac tic es, and  p rogress toward  ac hieving  its identified  measurab le goa ls. Pub lic  
educ a tion and  outreac h a re required  c omp onents of these p lans, whic h must 
have an annua l pub lic  review.19  Both the Hempstead  Harbor and  Manhasset Bay 
Protec tion Committees have made this p rogra m a  p rimary foc us of their wa ter 
qua lity improvement work.  The Port Washing ton Water Pollution Control Distric t 
has upgraded  and  improved  their fac ility in order to c omp ly w ith the Tota l 
Maximum Da ily Load  (TMDL) reduc tion requirement of the EPA’s Long Island 
Sound  offic e under the p rovisions of the Clean Water Ac t.  TMDLs a re the 
maximum amount of a  pollutant tha t a  g iven wa ter body c an rec eive and  still 
meet water qua lity standa rds.  TMDLs a lloc a te a  portion of tha t maximium 
amount to the pollutant©s sourc es.20 
 
Both the Hempstead  Harbor Protec tion Committee and the Manhasset Bay 
Protec tion Committee c ommissioned  Water Qua lity Improvement Reports in 1998.  
These reports outlined  the existing  water qua lity issues and  c rea ted  a  p lan to 
improve the wa ter qua lity in the future.  Key points of the p lans inc lude p reserving  

                                                      
18 “Protecting Water Quality from Urban Runoff.” USEPA.  February 2003. 
19 Nassau County Storm Water Management Program Annual Report 2004. Nassau County Department of 

Public Works. 
20  USEPA website. http://www.epa.gov/region01/topics/water/tmdl.html  W
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undeveloped  land , street and  c a tc h basin c leaning , tree p lanting  and  erosion 
c ontrol, sep tic  tank ma intenanc e, reduc ed  fertilizer and  pestic ide use, and  pub lic  
educ a tion. 
 
 

 
 
 
Manhasset Bay 

Manhasset Bay c onsists of a  9 b illion ga llon volume; 0.4% of whic h inc ludes 
freshwa ter flows tha t orig ina te in the Bay’s wa tershed  and  from d irec t ra infa ll.  The 
freshwa ter runoff, whic h inc ludes the transport of p ollutants, is c omprised  of 
10 million ga llons per day (mgd ) of runoff, 11 mgd  of g roundwa ter tha t 
d isc ha rges under the bay as “ underflow” , 9 mgd  as d irec t ra infa ll, and  7 mgd  
from three wastewa ter trea tment p lants.  The wa tershed  c onsists of 
app roxima tely 9,947 ac res tha t inc ludes the western ha lf of Port Washing ton 
Peninsula , the eastern third  of the Grea t Nec k Peninsula , and  the a rea  south of 
Northern Bouleva rd  to just south of the Long Island  Exp ressway between 
Community Drive and  Lakeville Road .  The d ra inage a rea  or wa tershed  has 
app roxima tely 200 miles of road  and  is estima ted  to be 20 – 25% c overed  w ith 
impervious surfac es (roads, roofs, pa rking  lots, d riveways, etc .). The 
residenc e/ detention time of wa ter in Manhasset Bay is app roxima tely 12 hours.  
Therefore, every 24 hours, a  volume equa l to the Bay’s 9 b illion ga llon mean tide 
volume is exc hanged  w ith the Long Island  Sound .21  The ma jor pollutants of 
c onc ern in the Bay inc lude: pa thogens, PCBs a nd  Chlordane from urb an and 
storm runoff; nutrients and  pa thogens from migra tory spec ies; and  silt and  
sed iment.22  
 

The US Army Corps of Eng ineers for the New York Distric t has app roved  an 
environmenta l restora tion feasib ility study for an environmenta l restora tion p rojec t 
for Manhasset Bay in the lower portion of Ba y.  This p rojec t is designed  to “ restore 
spec ific  a reas of degrada tion, inc lud ing  outfa ll extension, c rea tion of low tida l 

                                                      
21 Manhasset Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan.  Manhasset Bay Protection Committee, May 1999. 
22 “Section VII of the Storm Water Management Program Annual Report” Nassau County. April 16, 2004. 
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marsh hab ita t, remova l of rip rap , and  the c rea tion of storm wa ter trea tment.”   
The p rojec t was sc heduled  for FY 2004, but was postponed  due to p rog rammatic  
c onstra ints and  is sc heduled  to resume in FY 2005.23 
 
In 2004, wa ter samp ling  showed  sw imab le standards were met a ll season w ith the 
exc ep tion of a  very hea vy ra in event in mid -August.24  The County Department of 
Hea lth (NCDOH) samp les wa ter qua lity regula rly a t Manorhaven Beac h.  The Port 
Washing ton Water Pollution Control Distric t a lso c onduc ts wa ter qua lity samp ling 
as does the Intersta te Environmenta l Commission.25  The NYSDEC has c onduc ted  
a  net seine survey in Manhasset Bay annua lly between 1984 and  2004 to estima te 
the number and  type of fish living  in the Bay.  As pa rt of this survey, a  base line 
water samp ling  is done as well.26 
 
Baxter Beac h and  Manorhaven Beac h were c leaned  as pa rt of the Oc ean 
Conservanc y’s Interna tiona l Coasta l Clean up  in Sep tember 2004.  Da ta  has 
been c ollec ted  on shoreline deb ris by loc a l volunteers for 12 yea rs a t 
Manorhaven Beac h and  for five yea rs a t Baxter Beac h.  The beac hes a re 
signific antly c leaner, w ith most la rge deb ris items (oil tank, steel pontoon, p iles, 
motorc yc le, c a r, and  severa l wrec ked  boa ts) removed .  Ciga rette butts ac c ount 
for the la rgest quantity item c ollec ted  on Manorhaven Beac h.  Other high 
number items from c lean ups inc lude: foam p iec es, paper, and  food  wrappers.  
The Town has c ommitted  to c lean up  of a  massive deb ris p ile in Sheets Creek East 
w ith the assistanc e of the village of Manorhaven and  volunteers from the Marina  
c ommunity.  Over 200 tons of deb ris has a lready been removed .27 
 
 

Hempstead Harbor 

The p rimary sourc e of reduc ed  wa ter qua lity in Hempstead  Harbor is c ontaminant 
load ings from storm wa ter runoff.  While storm wa ter p rimarily reac hes the Harbor 
through c hannels, c ulverts, or outfa ll p ipes, some is still non-point d isc ha rge from 
the up land  a reas.28  The pollutants of c onc ern for the Harbor inc lude: pa thogens 
and  PCB’ s from urban a nd  storm wa ter runoff as well as nutrients and  pa thogens 
from migra tory spec ies.29  However, c ond itions have improved  over the past 20 
yea rs a s the number of b eac h c losures dec rea sed  sinc e the repea ted  c losures of 
the 1980s and  ea rly 1990s.  There were no beac h c losures between 1994 and  1999 
or between 2002 and  2003.  There were minima l c losures in 2000 and  2001 due to 
heavy ra infa lls.30  In the summer of 2004, Ba r Beac h was c losed  nine times due to 

                                                      
23 US Army Corps of Engineers 
24 Water sampling was conducted by volunteers from the Power Squadron with assistance of the Town’s Bay 

Constable and was tested by the Nassau County Department of Health. 
25 Jennifer Wilson Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven. Personal Interview.  March 2005. 
26 Jennifer Wilson Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven. Personal Interview.  March 2005.  and  New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation Western Long Island Beach Seine Survey. 2004. 
27 Jennifer Wilson Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven. Personal Interview. March 2005. 
28 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004. 
29 “Section VII of the Storm Water Management Program Annual Report” Nassau County. April 16, 2004. 
30 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004. W
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potentia l c ontamina tion.31  The Hempstead  Harbor Protec tion Committee 
c rea ted  a  Water Qua lity Improvement Plan in 1998 whic h outlined  three goa ls for 
water improvement for the Harbor: (1) pub lic  ed uc a tiona l initia tives, (2) sourc e 
c ontrol measures, and  (3) delivery red uc tion measures. 
 
The US Army Corps of Eng ineers for the New York Distric t is c urrently c onduc ting 
an environmenta l restora tion feasib ility study for Aqua tic  Hab ita t Restora tion 
p rojec t for Hempstead  Harbor.  This p rojec t is designed  to “ restore spec ific  a reas 
of degrada tion, inc lud ing  outfa ll extension, c rea tion of low tida l marsh hab ita t, 
remova l of rip rap , and  the c rea tion of storm wa ter trea tment.”   The c ost of the 
initia l feasib ility study is $750,000.  While sc heduled  for FY 2004, the p rojec t was 
postponed , due to p rogrammatic  c onstra ints, to in FY 200532 
 
Hempstead  Harbor is samp led  regula rly by the Coa lition to Save Hempstead  
Harbor in c oopera tion w ith the Hempstead  Harbor Protec tion Committee.  There 
is a lso a  sta tiona ry p robe w ith a  rea l-time da ta  stream.  The Intersta te 
Environmenta l Commission (IEC) has two monitoring  sites within Hempstead 
Harbor and  (1) nea r the interfac e of the Harbor and  (2)the Long Island  Sound .  
Samp les a re usua lly c ollec ted  on a  weekly basis during  the summer.33  The 
NCDOH regula r wa ter qua lity samp ling  during  the season a t the pub lic  beac hes.  
 
 

 
 
 

Drinking Water 

All potable water used on the Peninsula c omes from wells that tap the groundwater 
in the aquifers.  The major water quality concerns for groundwater on the Peninsula  
inc lude:  volatile organic  compounds (VOC), nitra tes, lead , mic robiotic  pollutants, 
and saltwater intrusion.  The Port Washington Water Distric t and the Sands Point 
Water Department manage potable water supplies for Peninsula .  

                                                      
31 “Schumer: Expansive New Federal Rules on Storm Runoff Cost LI Millions – Must Help as Last Week’s 

Torrential Rains Show.” Senator Schumer’s Office Press Release. September 13, 2004. 
32 US Army Corps of Engineers New York District. “Hempstead Harbor Aquatic Habitat Restoration.” 
33 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004 
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A NYSDOH sourc e wa ter assessment on Long  Island  found  tha t the pub lic  wells on 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula  have the highest susc ep tib ility to c ontamination by 
nitra tes in fertilizers, sewa ge or sep tic  systems.34 
 
 

Level of Susceptibility to Contamination:  
Por t Washington Public Water  Wells35 

Type of Contamination 
Level of 

Susc eptib ility 

Mic rob ia l Contamination (sewage or sep tic  system leaks) Low 

Pestic ides Modera te 

Vola tilie Organic  Chemic a ls  
(d ry-c leaning  solvents, fuel add itives) 

Med ium  to 
High 

Nitra tes (fertilizers, sewage or sep tic  systems) High 

 
 
Port Washington Water District 

The 2003 Water Qua lity Report for the Port Washing ton Water Distric t (PWWD) 
found  tha t there were no c ontaminant levels above the Sta te-mandated  Ac tion 
Levels (AL) or the Maximum Contamina tion Levels (MCL).36  However, nitra tes 
were detec ted  a t 8.75 mg/ L, whic h is more than one-ha lf the MCL.  During  ra infa ll 
or high agric ultura l use, nitra te levels may be higher.  Nitra tes a t a  level above 
10 mg/ L c an pose a  hea lth risk for infants under six months old ..37  In add ition, 
lead  was detec ted  in the 90th perc entile of 4.83 ug / L whic h is less than one-ha lf 
the AL.  Infants and  young c hild ren a re espec ia lly vulnerab le to high levels of 
lead .38  The PWWD has c losed  one well in the past five yea rs.  The Southport well is 
thought to have been c ontaminated  by leac ha te from the c losed  land fill or sand  
mining  opera tions.39 
 
 
Sands Point Water Department 

Ac c ord ing  to the 2003 Water Qua lity Report for the Sands Point Wa ter 
Department (SPWD), there were no c ontaminant levels above the MCL or AL.  
One samp le had  a  nitra te level of 5.26 mg/ l, more than ha lf the MCL of 10 mg/ l.  
Lead  was detec ted  in one samp le above the AL of 0.015 mg / l.  However, the 
90th perc entile lead  c onc entra tion of 3.48 ug / l is less than one-ha lf the AL.40   

                                                      
34 ibid 
35 “Safeguarding a Sustainable Water Supply.” Prepared by Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington as 

a reflection of the community water symposium of December 7, 2002. 
36 2003 Water Quality Report.  Port Washington Water District 
37 ibid 
38 ibid 
39 Port Washington Water District Board of Commissioners. Personal Interview. November 2004. 
40 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2003. Sands Point Water Department and Part 5, Subpart 5-1 
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Saltwater Intrusion 

In c oasta l a reas ad jac ent to bod ies of sa ltwater, sa ltwa ter intrusion (a lso known 
as "sa linity intrusion") may oc c ur.  Overp ump ing  of a  well leads to freshwa ter 
d rawdown (a lso known as a  c one of dep ression) in the groundwa ter immed ia tely 
surround ing  the pump  loc a tion.  Onc e sa ltwater has advanc ed  into the 
freshwa ter volume being  pumped  from a  well, it may permanently c orrup t the 
qua lity of the water.  Ac c ord ing  to the SPWD and  the PWWD, sa ltwater intrusion is 
not c urrently a  p rob lem in their wells. 

 
 

 
 
 
Possib le sa ltwa ter intrusion remed ia tion may inc lude:  

 Dec reasing  the pump ing  volume of the well.  

 Loc a l injec tion of freshwa ter into the aquifer. 

 Desa linizing  of the water being  pumped . 

 Reloc a ting  pump ing  loc a tions to be a  g rea ter d istanc e from the c oastline. 

 Reloc a ting  pump ing  loc a tions to utilize a  pa rt of the sourc e aquifer w ith a  
higher degree of hyd ra ulic  c onduc tivity. 

 
Ac c ord ing  to a  stud y by the U.S. Geolog ic a l Survey and  the the County 
Department of Pub lic  Works (NCDPW), there a re five d istinc t a reas of sa ltwa ter 
intrusion in the Port Washing ton Peninsula .41  One potentia l c ause of the higher 
levels of sa ltwater in the aquifers c ould  be remnants from former sand  mining 
opera tions in whic h the equipment was c leaned  w ith sa ltwa ter.42   
 

                                                      
41 “Hydrogeology and Extent of Saltwater Intrusion on Manhasset Neck, Nassau County, NY” USGS Water-

Resource Investigations Report 00-41932002. 
42 Port Washington Water District Board of Commissioners. Personal Interview.  November, 2004. 

Saltwater Intrusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: United States Geological Survey http://water.usgs.gov/ogw/gwrp/saltwater/salt.html 

W
at

er
 Q

u
al

it
y 



 

August 2005  Page 24 

Existing Conditions Report 

With its history deep ly routed  in the wa terfront through oystering, shipp ing, 
boa t build ing  and  as the early c enter of seap lane avia tion, the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  has a  vita l resourc e surround ing  the three sides of 
the Peninsula .  The Hempstead  Harbor Protec tion Committee has 
c ompleted  a  Harbor Management Plan and  it has been adop ted  by the 
Town.  A simila r p lan is being c onsidered for Manhasset Bay.  These 
Management Plans look a t the uses a long the wa terfront and  c rea te a  
p lan to ba lanc e the d iverse interests and  future uses of the wa terfront.  
The wa terfront offers the opportunity for rec rea tiona l, c ommerc ia l and 
passive/ na tura l uses: 
 
Rec rea tiona l:  
 

 A Baywa lk Tra il has been p roposed  to run a long Manhasset Bay, portions 
of whic h have been developed .  

 A Hempstead  Harbor Tra il has been p roposed  to run a long Hempstead  
Harbor, portions of whic h have been developed . 

 In add ition, the Town is interested  in c rea ting  Blue Tra ils whic h would  offer 
opportunities for passive wa ter sports suc h as kayaking  and  c anoeing  in 
both Manhasset Bay and Hempstead  Harbor. 

 The Town Doc k c ould  b ec ome not only a  ga teway to the Baywalk Tra il, 
but a lso a  new c enter to waterfront ac tivities.  Current ac tivities inc lude a  
water taxi, pump-out fac ility, fishing , and  ed uc a tion c enter. 

 
Commerc ia l:  

 There has been interest exp ressed  in build ing  a  hotel a long the Manhasset 
Bay wa terfront. 

 The Hempstead  Harbor shoreline’s only a rea  of development is the 
industria l a rea  north of the County and  Town p a rks and  the Solid  Waste 
Management a rea  to the south.  The rema inder of the shoreline is 
p rimarily water-rela ted , residentia l or na tura l. 

 Manhasset Bay has been rec ognized  b y the New York Department of 
Sta te as one of nine Maritime Centers in the Long Island  Sound  a rea . 

 
Passive/ Na tura l:  
 

 Both Hempstead  Harbor and  Manhasset Bay a re pa rt of an Important Bird  
Area  and  rec ognized  b y the NYSDEC as an important w inter wa terfowl 
a rea . 

 While Hempstead  Harbor has more intac t wetlands, Manhasset Bay has 
experienc ed  signific ant wetland  loss over the past c entury due to va rious 
c auses: b ulkhead ing , c onstruc tion, erosion, dump ing , and  feed ing  
p ressure from goose and  swan popula tions.  W
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Baywalk Trail 

The Baywa lk Tra il is designed  as a  c ontinuous 1.7 mile p romenade extend ing  from 
the south end  of the Town Doc k, a long the shoreline of Sunset Pa rk, through the 
waterfront of the villages of Baxter Esta tes, Port Washington North, and  
Manorhaven, past Sheets Creek and  end ing  a t the west end  of the Town’s 
Manorhaven Park.  The Baywa lk links Manorhaven Park and  Manorhaven’s 
Wild life Preserve w ith the Ba rba ra  Johnson Park, Thomas Pellegrino Pa rk, Mill Pond , 
Baxter’ s Pond , Sunset Pa rk and  the Town Doc k.  
  
The BayWa lk is designed  to rec onnec t residents and  introduc e visitors to 
Manhasset Bay; p rovide a  sa fe pa th for wa lking , jogg ing , and  b ird  wa tc hing ; and  
c rea te pub lic  ac c ess to the wa ter for c anoeing  and  kayaking .  The Town, 
Manorhaven, Baxter Esta tes and  Port Washing ton North offic ia ls have highlighted  
p riorities in c rea ting  a  tra il:  
 

 Crea te pub lic  ac c ess to the wa terfront. 

 Crea te a  c onsistent theme ac ross its leng th using  simila r landsc ap ing , 
signage, and  design. 

 Inc lude p rotec tion of pedestrian tra ffic  a long the entire route w ith buffer 
zones and  signa lized  pedestrian c rossings. 

 Interc onnec t w ith other pa rk and  pond  tra il systems ac ross the road . 

 Crea te both ac tive and  passive rec rea tiona l opportunities. 

 

Manhasset Bay 
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 The village of Port Washing ton North used  $165,000 in g rant money to design a  
Bay Wa lk Pa rk a long Shore Roa d  from Harbor Road  to Gulfway Marina .  Port 
Washing ton North rec ently rec eived  an add itiona l g rant of $555,000 for the 
c onstruc tion of the Baywa lk Tra il from Harbor Road  to Gulfway Marina .  The Town 
rec ently rec eived  a  grant of $100,000 for p lanning  the Baywa lk north of Gulfway 
Marina  and  south of Ha rbor Road .43  The village of Manorhaven has rec eived  a  
grant to develop  a  w ild life p reserve tha t would  bec ome pa rt of the Baywa lk.44  
Residents for a  More Bea utiful Port Washing ton developed  the portion of the tra il 
shown in the p ic ture below. 
 
 

 
 
 

Hempstead Harbor Trail 

There is a lso interest in c rea ting  an integra ted  Hempstead  Harbor Tra il a long 
Hempstead  Harbor.  The Hempstead  Harbor Tra il would  run south from Bar Beac h 
to Roslyn, a s most of this land  is pub lic ly owned .  Phase I of the tra il was 
c omp leted  in 2001 running  from Bar Beac h Lagoon to the Sc otto Brothers Rea lty 
Pa rc el.45  The tra il, when finished , w ill c over app roxima tely 7,000 linea r feet of 
waterfront.46  The tra il w ill inc lude passive rec rea tion, environmenta l educ a tion, 
shoreline ac c ess, hab ita t enhanc ement, and storm water management.47  
Residents for a  More Beautiful Port Washing ton worked  w ith the Town to estab lish 
the Hempstead  Harbor Tra ilhead  and  Gazebo shown in the p ic ture below.48 

                                                      
43 Hon. Bob Weitzner. Mayor of Port Washington North. Interview. July 2005. 
44 Joel Ziev, Consultant to the Town of North Hempstead. Telephone Interview.  March 2005. 
45 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004. 
46 ibid 
47 ibid 
48 Myron Blumenfeld, Consultant to the Town of North Hempstead. Personal Interview.  January 2005. 
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Blue Trail 

The Town and  loc a l villages a re interested  in p romoting  ec otourism as pa rt of an 
overa ll tourism p lan.  Two Blue Tra il launc h sites, in add ition to the existing launc h 
site a t Manorhaven Park, have been p roposed  for Manhasset Bay: one ad jac ent 
to the Town Doc k and  another a long the Baywalk a rea .  The Blue Tra ils would  b e 
ava ilab le for passive wa ter rec rea tion suc h as kayaking , c rew , and  c a noeing .  
After the Town takes ownership  of Hempstead Harbor Pa rk, the opportunity to 
develop  the Blue Tra il w ill be signific antly improved .49  The Blue Tra il c ould  run 
a long the east side of the Peninsula  beg inning  in Hempstead  Harbor/ Ba r Beac h 
Pa rk.  A p ub lic  boa thouse c ould  be built a llow ing  ac c ess for c rew programs, 
kayak use, and / or c anoe renta l. 
 
 
Dredging 

Dredg ing  c an be used  to ma inta in the hea lth and  viab ility of a  wa terway.  
Overtime, inc reased  silta tion c an dec rease the dep th of a  c hannel and  the 
navigab ility of tha t c hannel c an dec rease.  Any waterfront p lanning  ac tivities for 
either Hempstead Harbor or Manhasset Bay c ommunities c ould  require d redg ing 
and  reloc a tion of the d redged  ma teria l.  Dredg ing  must be done in c omp lianc e 
w ith federa l, sta te and  loc a l regula tions, and  c an be quite c ostly.  In add ition, 
reloc a tion of d redged  ma teria ls rema ins a  c ha llenge.  Currently, there is no 
definitive estimate of the tota l c ub ic  ya rds required  to be d redged , or the 
spec ific  a reas need ing  d redg ing .  The Waterfront Commission has suggested  

                                                      
49 Bus Tour October 18, 2004. A Blue Trail was also discussed by Supervisor Kaiman at Residents for a More 

Beautiful Port Washington Monthly Meeting, December, 2004. 
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priority a reas for d redg ing  in Manhasset Bay: Town Doc k, c hannels, c ommerc ia l 
marina  guest doc ks, a lc oves and  marinas yac ht c lubs and  p riva te doc ks.50  There 
a re no c omp lete hyd rographic  stud ies of either Manhasset Bay or Hempstead  
Harbor tha t a re less than 15 yea rs old . 
 
 
Hempstead Harbor 

There a re two federa lly-authorized  c hannels in Hempstead  Harbor: Glen Cove 
Creek westward  to Mosquito Cove and  another c hannel in the lower ha rbor.  The 
Glen Cove Creek Channel spans from 50-feet to 100-feet wide with an authorized  
dep th of eight feet below mean low wa ter (MLW).  The Glen Cove Creek c hannel 
was authorized  for ma intenanc e d redg ing in 1999 and  the p rojec t to remove 
app roxima tely 40,000 c ub ic  ya rds of sed iment began in 2001.  While this p rojec t 
was the first time sinc e the 1930s tha t the inner c hannel was d redged , the outer 
c hannel was d redged  in the mid -1990s.  The d redg ing  on the outer c hannel was 
ha lted  a fter sed iment was found  to c onta in eleva ted  levels of rad ioac tivity.51  
Spec ia l d isposa l methods must be used  to d ispose of this rad ioac tive ma teria l.  
 
 

 
 
 
The other c hannel runs a long the lower ha rbor and  is 2.3 miles long . It runs from 
about 2,000 feet north of the Ba r Beac h Peninsula  south to the termina l bulkhead  
a t the Roslyn Grist Mill.  This c hannel is 50-70 feet w ide with an authorized  dep th of 
six to thirteen feet MLW.  This c hannel was routinely d redged  until the 1930s.  The 

                                                      
50 Joel Ziev, Consultant to the Town of North Hempstead. Telephone Interview. March 2005. 
51 Hempstead Harbor Management Plan prepared for the Hempstead Harbor Management Committee by 

Cashin Associates, P.C. August 2004. 
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U.S. Army Corps of Eng ineers (USACE), who have jurisd ic tion over federa lly-
authorized  c hannels, stopped  d redg ing  until deteriora ting  bulkheads were 
repa ired .  After the USACE ha lted  d redg ing , the c ommerc ia l ac tivity in the lower 
ha rbor slowed  and  a s a  result, the lower c hannel has not been d redged  sinc e the 
1930s.  Currently, the lower ha rbor is unnavigab le during  low tide.  However, 
d redg ing  this lower ha rbor appears to be unfeasib le due to regula tory limita tions 
to p rotec t na tura l resourc es and  the moneta ry limita tions of d isposing  of the fine 
sed iment in the lower ha rbor. 52 
 
 
Manhasset Bay 

The most rec ent c omp lete hyd rographic  survey of the entire Manhasset Bay was 
c omp leted  in 1990.53  By c omparing  hyd rographic  surveys in 1939 and  1990, it 
appea rs tha t there have been c hanges in water dep th of Manhasset Bay.  This 
c omparison shows tha t some a reas have no c hange in water depth while other 
a reas have inc reased  in water dep th from 0.1 feet to 5.5 feet have dec reased  in 
water dep th from 0.2 feet to 5.0 feet.  It appea rs tha t sed imenta tion has 
dec reased  the water dep th in the lower part of Manhasset Bay (south of 
Plandome Manor) and  has elimina ted  c ommerc ia l naviga tion and  rec rea tiona l 
boa ting  ac tivity.54  The Manhasset Bay Protec tion Committee rec ently 
c ommissioned  a  Sed iment Remova l and  Benefic ia l Use Fea sib ility Report of the 
Bay whic h estima ted  tha t app roxima tely 2,496,148 c ub ic  ya rds of d redg ing 
ma teria l needed  to be removed .55  However, d redg ing  for c hannels or mooring  
fie lds would  require c onsiderab ly less ma teria l be removed . 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
52 Hempstead Harbor Management Report. 
53 Dvirka and Bartilucci Consulting Engineers. Manhasset Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan. Woodbury, NY. 

November 1998. 
54 ibid 
55 “Daniel Natchez and Associates, Inc. Sediment Removal & Beneficial Use Feasibility Study of Manhasset 

Bay. Preliminary Draft. Mamaroneck, NY. December 2000. 
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Boating 

Manorhaven has been rec ognized  as an a rea  of Conc entra ted  Marine 
Development by the Sta te Department of Sta te.  The Peninsula  has four yac ht 
c lubs: Manhasset Bay, Knic kerboc ker, and  Port Washing ton a ll in Uninc orpora ted  
Port Washing ton; and  North Shore Yac ht Club  in Manorhaven.  There a re eight 
marinas: six in Manorhaven w ith slips and  moorings, one in Port Washing ton North 
and  one in Uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton.  There a re severa l c ivic  assoc ia tions 
whic h have p riva te beac hfront p roperty and  ha ve been granted  mooring  fie lds.  
In add ition, residentia l owners of shoreline have mooring  rights and  there a re 
severa l la rge p riva te doc ks. 
 
There a re two pub lic  boa t launc hes: one a t Ba r Beac h in Hempstead  Harbor and 
one a t Manorhaven Park in Manhasset Bay.  The Hempstead  Harbor ramp  is more 
heavily utilized .  In add ition, the Town Doc k offers a  low-c ost pub lic  mooring  fie ld  
to Town residents.  The Town a lso opera tes a  pump out boa t from the Town Doc k, 
servic ing  any p riva te vessel.  The Town has a  Harbor Master as pa rt of the Pa rks 
Department and  a  Bay Constab le with an offic e a t the Town Doc k.  There a re 
a lso seasona l emp loyees.  The village of Manorhaven has adop ted  a  restric ted  
a rea , whic h p revents ac c ess by p owered  wa terc ra ft due to environmenta l 
sensitivity in Sheets Creek North.  During  a  typ ic a l boa ting  season, Hempstead 
Harbor has ac c ommoda ted  app roxima tely 1,300 rec rea tiona l vessels in mooring  
and  doc kage.56  
 
 

 
 

                                                      
56 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004. 
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The infrastruc ture supporting  the entire Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc ludes 
wa ter, sewer, solid  waste c ollec tion, lighting, sidewa lks, roads and  pa rking.  
There are many entities involved  in p rovid ing  these servic es to the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  inc lud ing  the Sta te, County, Town, villages, and 
spec ia l d istric ts.  
 
 

Sidewalks, Lighting, Traffic Signals 

The Town’s Department of Pub lic  Works mana ges the sidewa lk and  lighting 
d istric ts in Uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton.  The Sidewa lk Distric t repa irs and  
rep lac es defec tive sidewa lks on Town, County and  Sta te roadways w ithin the 
uninc orpora ted  a reas of the Town.  The Street Lighting Distric t is responsib le for 
insta lla tion and  ma intenanc e of street lights on Town, County and  Sta te 
roadways w ithin uninc orpora ted  a reas of the Town.  Tra ffic  Signa ls fa ll under the 
jurisd ic tion of the County Department of Pub lic  Works. The ind ividua l villages 
ma inta in roads, lighting , and  sidewa lks for roads w ithin their jurisd ic tions. 
 
 

Roads 

Road s on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  a re owned  and  ma inta ined  by a  va riety 
of jurisd ic tions inc lud ing  the six villages, the Town, the County, and  Sta te.  Eac h 
jurisd ic tion is responsib le for road  ma intenanc e for those roads it owns.   
 
 

 
 
 

The ma jor road  running  north and south on the Peninsula , Port Washing ton 
Bouleva rd  (Route 101) is Sta te-owned  and  ma inta ined .  The ma jor roads running 
east and  west on the Peninsula : Shore Road , Manorhaven Bouleva rd , 

Roadways on the Port Washington Peninsula 

In
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

 



 

August 2005  Page 32 

Existing Conditions Report 

Midd le Nec k Road , and  Ma in Street a re owned  by the County.  The County a lso 
owns and  ma inta ins: Cownec k Road , Mill Pond  Road , Lighthouse Road , Roslyn 
West Shore Drive, Centra l Drive, pa rt of Ha rbor Road , Pa rk Lane, 
Willowda le Avenue, Bowman’s Point Road , and  Stonytown Road .  All other roads 
on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  a re owned  and  ma inta ined  by the Town and 
the loc a l villages.  The Town and  the County a re c urrently in negotia tions to 
transfer ownership  of some County-owned  roads to the Town.  The two ma in 
roads, ab out 4.5 lane miles, to be transferred  to the Town a re Willowda le Avenue 
and  Ma in Street. 
 
 

Road Ownership 
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Water Districts 

The PWWD and  the SPWD manage potab le water supp lies for the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula .  The Peninsula  is underla in by unc onsolida ted  deposits tha t 
form a  sequenc e of aquifers and  c onfining  units.  All potab le water used  on the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula  c omes from wells tha t tap  the groundwa ter in the 
aquifers.  The wa ter d istric ts d raw water from the Magothy Aq uifer, the 
Upper Glac ia l Aq uifer, the Lloyd  Aq uifer, and  the Port Washing ton Aq uifer.  These 
aquifers a re federa lly designa ted  and  p rotec ted  as “ sole sourc e a quifers”  
bec ause there a re no other p rimary sourc es of potab le water on the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  (other sourc es of potab le water would  inc lude rivers and  
streams).  These aquifers a re rep lenished  by ra inwater and  melting  snow as pa rt 
of the wa ter c yc le shown in the figure below.57 
 
 

 
 
 
Port Washington Water District 

The PWWD opera tes and  ma inta ins 11 wells and  two eleva ted  and  two 
underground  wa ter tanks w ith a  c omb ined  storage c apac ity of 24.25 million 
ga llons.  The PWWD ma nages app roxima tely 120 miles of wa ter ma ins rang ing 
from 4 inc hes to 24 inc hes in d iameter and more than 1,000 fire hyd rants.  The 
PWWD p rovides nea rly 1.365 b illion ga llons of wa ter annua lly to a  six-squa re mile 
a rea  inc lud ing  uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton, Manorhaven, Port Washing ton 
North, Baxter Esta tes, and  portions of Flower Hill and  Plandome Manor.    The 2004 
budget was $3.8 million dolla rs, whic h reflec ts a  10 perc ent dec rease from the 

                                                      
57 “Safeguarding a Sustainable Water Supply.” Prepared by Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington as 
a reflection of the community water symposium of December 7, 2002. 

Recharging an Aquifer during a Rainfall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: University of Akron, Geology Department http://lists.uakron.edu/geology/natscigeo/Lectures/gwater/gwater.htm   
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2003 budget.58  The PWWD uses a  va riety of methods to trea t the water inc lud ing : 
sod ium hyp oc hlorite, sod ium hyd roxide, ac tiva ted  c a rbon absorp tion, and  
pac ked  tower aera tion.59 
 

 
Ac c ord ing to the PWWD, it is ab le to 
meet the demand for water with 
existing system c apac ity.  The PWWD is 
c urrently d rilling one new well in 
Christopher Morley Park tha t is 
expec ted  to be operab le within two 
yea rs to meet the Sta te requirements for 
redundant c apac ity.60   
 
The NYSDEC began instituting c aps on 
water pumped from wells on Long 
Island in the mid  1980s.  These c aps 
were set a t a  five-yea r average to a llow 
for peak demand years.  The PWWD is 
c apped , by the NYSDEC, a t 1.464 b illion 
ga llons per yea r and 1.415 b illion ga llons 
a  year for the five-year moving 
average.61  The winter demand is 
approximately three million ga llons per 
day (mgd) and the summer demand is 

approximately five to six mgd .  Summer demand tends to be higher due to 
irriga tion of lawns.  Approximately 70 perc ent of water in the PWWD is used for 
irriga tion systems.62 
 
The demand for water on the Port Washington Peninsula  has inc reasingly stra ined 
the susta inab ility of the water supp ly.  As a  result, the PWWD implemented a  water 
c onserva tion program in 1996 and  updated  the p rogram in 2003.  This c onserva tion 
program inc ludes designated  a lterna te lawn watering sc hedule in the summer, 
enc ouragement of c onserva tion c onsc ious landsc ap ing , and use of a  p ric e 
struc ture tha t p romotes c onserva tion.  Under the c urrent p ric ing struc ture, users pay 
an add itiona l fee if they exc eed usage thresholds.  Any future demand for water, 
suc h as tha t required  to ac c ommodate a  la rge development tha t is not c urrently 
c ontempla ted , will likely require the PWWD to c rea te an add itiona l well.63  
 
Based  on p rior experienc e, the p roc ess of loc a ting  and  d rilling an add itiona l well 
c an take up  to 10 yea rs.64  The loc a tion of any add itiona l well must be c a refully 

                                                      
58 Port Washington Water District. www.pwwd.org.  
59 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004.. 
60 The Port Washington Water District Board of Commissioners. Personal Interview. November 2004. 
61 “Safeguarding a Sustainable Water Supply.” Prepared by Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington as 

a reflection of the community water symposium of December 7, 2002. 
62 Port Washington Water District. www.pwwd.org.  
63 Port Washington Water District Board of Commissioners, Personal Interview. November 2004. 
64 ibid 

Monthly Water Usages 2002 -
2003 within the PWWD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  
Port Washington Water Department website 
www.pwwd.org  
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c onsidered .  The PWWD’ s newest well is loc a ted  south of the boundaries of the 
PWWD and  off of the Port Washington Peninsula  in Christopher Morely Pa rk.  The 
ab ility of the PWWD to meet the Port Washington c ommunity’ s demand  for wa ter 
c ould  be limited  as the PWWD must look outside the Peninsula  to supp lement the 
water supp ly. 
 
The PWWD is c onsulted  for any la rge p lanned  development suc h as multi-housing  
units or ma jor c ommerc ia l developments.  However, when an ind ividua l p roperty 
owner subd ivides tha t p roperty to build  more than one home, the PWWD is not 
c onsulted .65  Eac h add itiona l home requires a  c onnec tion to the water line and 
w ill c ause an inc rease in demand .  Without knowledge of these subd ivisions, the 
PWWD is unab le to p lan for the rea l future wa ter demand .  
 
Sand Point Water Department 

The SPWD serves app roxima tely 2,800 peop le through 1,490 c onnec tions in the 
village of Sands Point.  The SPWD rec eives wa ter from five wells.  These wells tap  
the Upper Glac ia l, Magothy, and  Port Washing ton aquifers.  The SPWD has three 
eleva ted  storage tanks tota ling  1,550,000 ga llons of storage; 35 miles of water 
ma ins rang ing  from 4 inc hes to 16 inc hes; and  300 fire hyd rants.  The SPWD 
supp lies wa ter to a  4.2 squa re mile a rea .  The SPWD trea ts wa ter with sod ium 
hyd roxide to lessen ac id ity and  reduc e c orrosivity.  Sod ium hypoc hlorite is added  
to ma inta in d isinfec tion.66  
 
The SPWD c omp leted  $3.5 million in infrastruc ture improvements in 2003 to 
inc rease the c apac ity of the system.  These improvements inc luded  c onstruc tion 
of a  140-foot high wa ter tank with a  million ga llon storage c apac ity; insta lla tion of 
an iron and  manganese filtra tion system into and  reac tiva tion of well # 6, b uilt in 
the 1970s but never used ; and  insta lla tion of 300 feet of water ma ins to support 
the new water tank.  The SWPD a lso demolished  a  100,000 ga llon wa ter storage 
tank.  The new water tank is loc a ted  on the Sands Point Preserve.  Well # 6 and 
the wa ter depa rtment offic e a re loc a ted  on a  four-ac re pa rc el of land .67  While 
not nec essa ry now, there is c apac ity to d rill an add itiona l well and filtra tion 
system next to well # 6 if future demand  req uires it.  
 
With three emp loyees, the SPWD opera tes on a  $1.2 million annua l budget.  The 
SPWD has an agreement w ith the PWWD for wa ter use in c ase of an emergenc y.  
The two wa ter d istric ts a re insta lling  a  metered  interc onnec tion between the two 
systems to inc rease the ac c urac y of c ha rges if either needs wa ter.  Prior to the 
rec ent infrastruc ture improvements, SPWD oc c asiona lly relied  on wa ter from the 
PWWD.  However, the c urrent agreement p rovides redundanc y of wa ter supp ly 
for routine ma intenanc e or extreme emergenc y.68 

                                                      
65 ibid 
66 Cashin Associates, P.C. Harbor Management Plan for Hempstead Harbor. Hauppauge, NY. August 2004. 

and Brian Gundersen, Superintendent of Water and Public Works, Village of Sands Point. Personal Interview. 
January 11, 2005. 

67 Brian Gundersen, Sands Point Superintendent of Water and Public Works, Personal Interview, January 11, 
2005. 

68 ibid 
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The SPWD p rovides about 360 million ga llons annua lly to residents of Sands Point.  
The summer d emand  of 2.5 to 3 mgd  is about eight times as muc h as w inter 
demand  of 300,000 to 400,000 ga llons per day.  The demand  inc reases 
signific antly in the summer due to the use of irriga tion and  sp rinkler systems.  
Ab out 80 perc ent of homes in Sand s Point have automatic  irriga tion systems.69  
Sands Point usua lly exc eeds both the annua l and  five-yea r average NYSDEC 
manda ted  water c aps.70  The Superintendent of Wa ter and  Pub lic  Works feels 
tha t w ith rec ent infrastruc ture improvements, the SPWD has suffic ient c apac ity for 
a t least 15 yea rs.71 
 
The SPWD c ha rges ra tes based  on the level of c onsumption and  type of use: 
domestic  or irriga tion. Eac h home has a  wa ter meter for domestic  use and  a  
sepa ra te meter for irriga tion use.  Domestic  use is $1.35 to $1.95 per 100 c ub ic  
feet, depend ing  on the level c onsumption.  Irriga tion use is $3.00 to $5.00 per 
100 c ub ic  feet, d epend ing  on the level of c onsumption.  The p ric e per c ub ic  foot 
inc reases as c onsump tion exc eeds estab lished  thresholds.  In add ition, 
homeowners may only water their lawns three hours a  day and  three days a  
week.  Irriga tion times a re based  on street names and  designa ted  by the SPWD.72 
 
 

Port Washington Water Distric ts 

  

                                                      
69 ibid 
70 ibid 
71 ibid 
72 ibid 
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Sewage Management 

The Port Washing ton Water Pollution Control Distric t (PWWPCD) mana ges the 
sewer systems tha t serve muc h of the Peninsula . Sands Point and  other pa rts of 
the Port Washington Peninsula  do not have a  sewer system, but rely on ind ividua l 
sep tic  tank systems.  In add ition, there a re a rea s suc h as the Beac on Hill Colony 
tha t a re not w ithin the PWWPCD, but have their own sma ll pump ing  sta tion and  
c esspools to manage sewage.  Other a reas, suc h as Manorhaven, c ontrac t with 
the PWWPCD for trea tment only and  have their own pump ing  sta tion. 
 
Only a reas w ithin the PWWPCD a re entitled  to sewer servic e; however, any pa rt 
of the Port Washing ton Peninsula  c an req uest servic e.  In either c ase, the 
PWWPCD req uires tha t p roperty owners rep resenting  51 perc ent of the assessed  
va lua tion in the a rea  to be sewered  sign a  petition requesting  servic e.  The New 
York Sta te Comptroller must app rove the petition.  App rova l is based , in pa rt, 
upon the ab ility of the residents in the p roposed  servic e a rea  to a fford  the c ost of 
insta lling  sewers as well as the c ost of rec urring  annua l servic e c ha rges.  The Sta te 
DEC must a lso app rove the petition.  Fina lly, if the development is w ithin the 
jurisd ic tion of a  village, tha t village must app rove the petition.  Onc e these 
app rova ls a re fina lized , the PWWPCD Board  of Commissioners may ac c ep t or 
deny the petition based  on the system c apac ity.  If app roved , the development 
w ill have to c over the c osts of any c ap ita l improvements nec essa ry for the system 
to ac c ommoda te the add itiona l sewage flow.  In add ition, a reas ac c ep ted  from 
outside of the Distric t a re required  to pay an imp lementa tion c ha rge.73 
 
The sewage trea tment system is designed  for a  c apac ity to manage four million 
ga llons per day. Currently the system p roc esses about three million ga llons per 
day of sewage.74  As pa rt the environmenta l review p roc ess for any new 
development w ithin the PWWPCD b oundaries, the Board  of Commissioners is 
c onsulted  to ensure tha t the system has suffic ient c apac ity to manage the 
add itiona l waste.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
73 Port Washington Water Pollution Control District Board of Commissioners, Personal Interview, December 28, 

2004. 
74 ibid In
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Port Washington Pollution Control Distric t 
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Solid Waste 
Resp onsib ility for solid  waste c ollec tion and  d isposa l on the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  rests w ith va rious entities.  The villages of Sands Point, Manorhaven, 
Flower Hill, and  Plandome Manor c ontrac t ind ividua lly for solid  waste and  
rec yc ling  c ollec tion and  d isposa l for their residents.  The Port Washing ton 
Garbage Distric t (PWGD) manages solid  waste c ollec tion and  d isposa l for 
uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton, Port Washing ton North and  Baxter Esta tes.  The 
Town’s Solid  Waste Management Authority (SWMA) ac c ep ts c ollec ted  waste a t 
its transfer sta tion and  hauls it out of town. The Town c ha rges a  tipp ing fee for this 
servic e.  This tipp ing  fee c ontributes to the c ost of d isposa l of ga rbage.  
 
PWGD has served  uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton, Port Washing ton North and 
Baxter Esta tes sinc e the 1920s.  The PWGD has three elec ted  c ommissioners who 
manage the residentia l and  c ommerc ia l ga rbage and  rec yc ling  c ollec tion and  
d isposa l c ontrac t.  The PWGD has no pa id  emp loyees, and  its annua l budget, 
residentia l, and  c ommerc ia l ra tes a re based  on the c ost of c ollec tion and 
d isposa l, inc lud ing  the tipp ing  fee a t the Town-owned  transfer sta tion.75  The 
PWGD budget for 2005 is p rojec ted  to be $1.75 million.  The 2005 b udget is a  
3 perc ent dec rease from the 2004 budget of $1.8 million due in la rge pa rt to the 
award ing  of a  new c ontrac t for servic es a t a  lower c ost.76 
 
 

PWGD Annual Tonnage Collec tion77 
 Refuse Commerc ia l Rec yc ling Yard Waste 

2003 7,821.74 3,225.22 1,950.08 744.25 

2004 8,245.23 1,761.91 1,851.97 1,175.13 

 
 
The ga rbage and  rec yc ling  c ollec tion and  d isposa l c ontrac t is a  two-yea r 
c ontrac t awarded  to the lowest responsib le b idder.  The PWGD c ollec ts ga rbage, 
refuse, ya rd  waste, white goods and  rec yc ling .  The PWGD c ollec ted  over 
1,800 tons of rec yc ling  in 2004 for a  15% rec yc ling  ra te.78  The PWGD c ollec ted  
over 8,000 tons of refuse in 2004, a  5% inc rease from 2003.79  The PWGD a lso 
c ollec ts and  d isposes of the solid  waste in the litter baskets in the c ommerc ia l 
a reas for the Town inc lud ing  Ma in Street, Shore Road , and  Port Washing ton 
Bouleva rd .80  A c onsortium of the Town, Grea ter Port Washing ton Business 
Improvement Distric t, and  Residents for a  More Beautiful Port Washing ton owns 
the pub lic  trash b ins, but the PWGD volunteered  to c ollec t and  d ispose of the 
refuse in these c ans.  
 

                                                      
75 Port Washington Garbage District, Personal Interview, January 13, 2005. 
76 ibid 
77 Port Washington Garbage District Tonnage Schedule, Port Washington Garbage District 
78 ibid 
79 ibid 
80 Port Washington Garbage District, Personal Interview, January 13, 2005. In
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The SWMA owns a  transfer sta tion and a  c losed landfill on the Port Washington 
Peninsula .  About 200,000 tons of munic ipa l solid  waste is p roc essed through the 
transfer sta tion eac h yea r.  A priva te firm opera tes the transfer sta tion pursuant to a 
c ontrac t with the Town.  The c urrent term of the c ontrac t is 10 years, whic h exp ires 
in 2007.81  Tipp ing  fees a t the transfer sta tion in FY 2004-05 were $77.32 for residentia l 
solid  waste, $71.00 for c ommerc ia l solid  waste, and $57.56 for yard  waste.82 
 
The Port Washington Landfill (Land fill), loc a ted  on the eastern side of the Peninsula  
was used for d isposa l of residentia l, c ommerc ia l, and industria l solid  waste, 
c onstruc tion and demolition debris, and inc inera tor residue from 1970 through 
1983.83  The Landfill is on a  139-ac re site with two areas c a lled  L4 and L5.  The L4 site 
is a  54-ac re site tha t was c losed in 1983 due to c ontamination of Vola tile Organic  
Compounds (VOCs) and  put on the Nationa l Priorities List by the EPA.84  The L5 site 
has four 15-ac re sec tions of whic h only three were used prior to being c losed  
pursuant to the New York Sta te Landfill Law on Dec ember 31, 2002.85  The Town 
c ontinues to monitor the groundwater and  a ir qua lity a round  the Landfill. 
 
 

 
 
 
Ab out 260,000 tons per yea r of solid  waste were d isposed  of in the L4 site w ithout 
adequa te p rotec tive measures.  In 1975, leac ha te overflowed  the liner c ausing  
many odor c omp la ints.  From 1979 through 1981, sma ll furnac e exp losions 
oc c urred  in homes 100 to 500 feet west of the land fill.  In 1981, the Nassa u County 
Department of Hea lth determined  tha t methane levels exc eed  the lower 
exp losive limits inside severa l homes in the a rea .86  Also, in 1981, the 
Southport Wa ter Distric t Well No. 5, loc a ted  about 1,500 feet west of the land fill, 

                                                      
81 Gil Anderson, Town of North Hempstead. Personal Interview. January 2005. 
82 Port Washington Garbage District 
83 New York State Department of Health. “Public Health Assessment: Port Washington Landfill, North 

Hempstead, Nassau County, New York.” November 2, 1995. 
84 “Port Washington Landfill, New York” US Environmental Protection Agency, National Priorities List. December 

2003. 
85 Gil Anderson, Town of North Hempstead.  Personal Interview.  January 2005. 
86 “Public Health Assessment: Port Washington Landfill North Hempstead, Nassau County, New York. New 

York State Department of Health. November 2, 1995. 
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was c losed  due to evid enc e of VOC c ontamina tion.87  The Town immed ia tely 
insta lled  gas vents and  a  system to c ollec t the gas on the western edge of the 
land fill, fla red  the gas and  improved  the existing  leac ha te c ollec tion system and 
insta lled  an add itiona l stac k to d isperse the fla red  gas.  The Town c omp leted  the 
first phase of the land fill gas migra tion mitiga tion p roc ess in 1993, c apped  the 
land fill in 1997, and  built an extrac tion and  trea tment system in 2000.  The 
extrac tion and  trea tment system w ill need  to opera te for a t least 30 yea rs to  
ac hieve c lean up  goa ls.88  The EPA reviews the NPL site every five yea rs.  In Marc h 
1999, the EPA determined  tha t the c urrent remedy “ rema ins p rotec tive of human 
hea lth and  the environment.” 89   
 
The L5 site of the Land fill was used  from 1983 until 2002 for d isp osa l of solid  waste 
inc lud ing  munic ipa l and  c ommerc ia l waste, raw sewage sludge, and  
c onstruc tion and  demolition deb ris.  In 2002, the Town c apped  the L5 site and 
insta lled  a  trea tment system for the leac ha te.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
87 “Port Washington Landfill, New York” US Environmental Protection Agency, National Priorities List. December 

2003. 
88 ibid 
89 ibid 
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The Port Washing ton Peninsula  is ac c essib le by one arteria l route – Port 
Washing ton Boulevard  with Plandome/ Shore Road, Roslyn West Shore 
Road, and  Main Street p rovid ing  sec ondary ac c ess.  Any development 
c hoic es made on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  will thus a ffec t everyone 
bec ause of this limited  ac c ess.  
 
 

Number of Vehicles Available per Household 

2 Vehicles
45%

3 or More Vehicles
15%

1  Vehicle
34%

No Vehicles
6%

 
 
 
Over 60 perc ent of emp loyed  Port Washing ton residents c ommute to work a lone 
d riving  a  c a r, truc k or van.  Only 7 perc ent of emp loyed  Port Washing ton 
residents c a rpooled  to work.  App roxima tely 9 perc ent of emp loyed  
Port Washing ton residents work from home or wa lk to work.90  Most Port 
Washing ton households have ac c ess to a t least one vehic le and  45 perc ent of 
households have ac c ess to 2 vehic les.  While the Port Washing ton Peninsula  has 
10,454 households, there a re a t least 17,000 vehic les on the Peninsula .  This 
vehic le estimate does not inc lude those vehic les belong ing  to the workforc es 
entering  the Port Washing ton Peninsula  on a  da ily basis. 
 
 

Commuting to Work 

Public Transporation
23%

Car, Truck or Van 
(carpooled)

7%

Worked at home
5%

Other means
1%Walked

4%

Car, truck or van 
(alone)
60%

 

                                                      
90 2000 US Census Summary File 3 (SF-3) Sample Data: DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics, 

11050 5-digit ZCTA.  T
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Traffic 

With so many c ommuters, vehic les, and  residents using  one ma in a rteria l route to  
enter and  exit Port Washignton, tra ffic  c ongestion is an issue on the Peninsula .  
Conc ern has been exp ressed  by a ll d istric ts and residents interviewed  tha t any 
type of development w ill exac erba te the tra ffic  p rob lems on the Peninsula .  
 
In 1999, the village of Port Washington North c omp leted  a  “ Planning and  Zoning  
Study for the Inc orpora ted  Village of Port Washing ton North.”   In this study, 
average da ily tra ffic  volume estima tes a long Shore Road  between George Street 
and  Old  Shore Road  va ried  from 19,344 to 19,765 vehic les northbound  and  14,564 
and  18,410 vehic les southbound .  The peak weekday tra ffic  volume oc c urred  
between 7:00 a .m. and  8:00 a .m. and  between 4:00 p .m. and  6:00 p .m.  Sa turday 
southbound  peak tra ffic  volume oc c urred  a t 10 a .m. and  the northbound  peak 
tra ffic  hour was 7 p .m.  Sunda y southbound  peak tra ffic  hour was 12 p .m. and  
northbound  peak tra ffic  hour was 2 p .m.91  Ac c ord ing  to the County Pla nning 
Commission, the da ily tra ffic  volume on Shore Road  by Soundview Drive was 
29,043 vehic les and  b y Ma in Street it was 24,592 vehic les.92 
 
Ac c ord ing to the County Planning Commission, over 6,500 vehic les traveled  a long 
Harbor Road  between Shore Road  and Port Washington Boulevard .93  
 
Ac c ord ing to the Sta te Department of Transporta tion (NYSDOT), Port Washington 
Boulevard  from Stonytown Road to the junc tion of Beac on Hill Road and  
Main Street has the highest level of da ily tra ffic  of any sec tion of Port Washington 
Boulevard .  
 
 

 Average Daily Traffic  on Port Washington Boulevard94 

 
 

                                                      
91 Port Washington North. A Safer Shore Road for the Residents of the Port Washington Peninsula to New York 

State Department of Transportation. December 2003. 
92 Nassau County Planning Commission Traffic Volumes 2004. Traffic Counts taken by the County prior to 

2000. 
93 ibid 
94 New York State Department of Transportation.  “2003 Traffic Volume Report for Nassau County.” Available 

on the NYS DOT website. www.dot.state.ny.us.   

Sec tion Boundaries Annual Average Daily Traffic  (AADT) 

Rt. 25A Northern Blvd  to  
Stonytown Road  

33,291 

Stonytown Rd  to  
JCT Beac on Hill Rd / Ma in Street 

33,465 

JCT Beac on Hill Rd / Ma in Street to 
Ha rbor Rd  End  Rt 101. 

17,299 
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Higher levels of tra ffic  c an a lso lead  to a  higher number of tra ffic  ac c idents.  
Port Washing ton Bouleva rd , Ma in Street and  Shore Road  have both been 
identified  by Port Washing ton residents as highly c ongested  roads.  These road s 
a re a lso roads w ith the highest number of tra ffic  ac c idents.  The Port Washing ton 
Polic e Distric t identified  the top  ten ac c ident w ith injury loc a tions from 1990-2001.  
All fa ta l ac c idents and 61 perc ent of a ll reportab le injury ac c idents oc c urred  a t 
eac h of the follow ing  ten loc a tions:95 
 

 
Roads with Traffic  Ac c idents with Injury 1990 - 200196 

Street Name Number of Ac c idents with injury 

Port Washington Boulevard Route 101 631 ac c idents 

Main Street 293 ac c idents 

Shore Road 214 ac c idents 

North Plandome Road 59 ac c idents 

Roslyn West Shore 45 ac c idents 

Beac on Hill Road 43 ac c idents 

Middlenec k Road 38 ac c idents 

Soundview Market Plac e 35 ac c idents 

Harbor Road 24 ac c idents 

Mac key Avenue 24 ac c idents 

 
 
Most ac c idents w ith injuries oc c urred  in the daylight, on d ry roads, a nd  w ith 
another moving  vehic le.  The number of injury tra ffic  ac c idents a t these ten 
loc a tions has dec reased  29 perc ent sinc e 1990.97 
 
 
 

                                                      
95 Port Washington Police District Traffic Accident Study 1990 – 2001.  
96 ibid 
97 Port Washington Police District, Traffic Accident Study 1990 – 2001. T
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Traffic  Ac c idents with Injury Loc ations 

 
 
 
The intersec tion of Ma in Street and  Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  had  67 injury 
ac c idents, whic h is the highest number of injury a c c idents of a ll the intersec tions.  
Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  a lso has the highest tota l tra ffic  ac c idents.  From 1990 
to 2001, there were 1,397 tra ffic  ac c idents a long Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  and 
728 tra ffic  ac c idents a long Ma in Street.98  

 

                                                      
98 ibid T
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Figure 6.3 Traffic Accidents with Injury 1990 - 200199 
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There a re two tra ffic  sa fety c ommissions and  two tra ffic  sa fety c ommittees 
add ressing  tra ffic  c onc erns on the Port Washington Peninsula .100  The Genera l 
Counc il of Homeowner Assoc ia tions of Port Washing ton and  Residents for a  More 
Beautiful Port Washing ton have tra ffic  sa fety c ommittees tha t have been b ring ing  
c onc erns to the a ttention of the Port Washing ton Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission and 
the Town’s Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission. 
 
The Town’s Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission works to a dd ress tra ffic  sa fety issues.  The 
mission of the Commission is "to make rec ommenda tions to New York Sta te, 
Nassa u County and  the Town of North Hempstead  offic ia ls w ith respec t to the 
improved  sa fety and  tra ffic  flow on our streets."101  The Commission makes 
rec ommenda tions to the Town Board  about inc reasing  street sa fety, enforc ing  
existing  tra ffic  laws, minimizing  road  rage, a nd  improving  signage a long 
roadways.  The Town’s Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission has just c omp leted  a  
c omprehensive report to the Town Supervisor and  Town Board  tha t enumera tes 
many suggestions for inc reased  tra ffic  sa fety in Port Washington and  throughout 
the Town. 
 
In 2004, the Port Washington Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission was c rea ted  about and  is 
managed  by the Port Washing ton Polic e Distric t.  The Port Washington Board  of 
Polic e Commissioners a lso meets twic e monthly and  invites the c ommunity to 
d isc uss tra ffic  sa fety c onc erns on the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  The Polic e 
Commissioners and  members of the Town’s Tra ffic  Sa fety Commission have 

                                                      
99 ibid 
100 Steve Kaplan, Personal Interview, March 2005. 
101 Town of North Hempstead Traffic Safety Commission website. www.northhempstead.com  T
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worked  to add ress many c onc erns.102  Some of the tra ffic  sa fety 
ac c omp lishments inc lude:103  
 

 Inc reased  visib ility a t the Chase Bank exit onto Ma in Street by inc reased 
sightline hindered  by pa rked  vehic les.  

 Rec ent elimina tion of pa rking  spot in the intersec tion of Shore Road  and  
Ma in Street.  This w ill a llow for stripp ing  of passing  lane so c a rs c an pass 
the first c a r wa iting  to make a  left from Ma in Street onto Shore Road .  

 Plans a lso inc lude lane marking  to a id  in simultaneous turning  onto Shore 
Road . of both east and  west tra ffic  from Ma in Street.  It is hoped  tha t the 
movement of tra ffic  c an be grea tly inc reased  and  thus elimina te the 
bac k ups. 

 Right turn on red  elimina ted  a t Americ ana  shopp ing  c enter onto 
Sea ring town Rd  where nea rly a ll Port Washing ton Peninsula  d rivers travel 
to Intersta te 495.  This was the site of a  very serious ac c ident injuring  Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  residents. 

 Turning  restric tions and  lane markings a t Stop  & Shop  on Shore Road . 

 The test insta lla tion on Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  of the Speed  Warning 
"Your Speed ”  sign whic h has both slowed  tra ffic  and  g iven va luab le 
informa tion to PWPD for tra ffic  sa fety enforc ement efforts. 

 A number of pa rking  and  no pa rking  ad justments to inc rease sa fety and  
restripp ing  and  insta lla tion of reflec tive ma teria ls on loc a l roads has a lso 
been done. 

 
Some other tra ffic  improvements in p rogress: 
 

 To restripe w ith reflec tive ma teria ls: Shore Road , West Shore Road , Lower 
Ma in Street.  

 Inc rease the turning  lane p rovisions on Port Wa shing ton Bouleva rd  from 
Campus Drive to Willowda le Avenue.  

 Members would  a lso like to see a  link between the lights a t PWPD 
headquarters and  ad jac ent lights tha t would  g ive sa fer ac c ess to Port 
Washing ton Blvd  from loc a l side streets.  

 A c omprehensive stud y to find  a  remed y to the c ongestion a t the 
intersec tion of Port Washing ton Bouleva rd , Ma in Street, and  Beac on Hill 
Road . 

 
 

                                                      
102 Steve Kaplan, Personal Interview, March 2005 
103 ibid T
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Public Transportation 

Approxima tely 23 perc ent of emp loyed  Port Washing ton residents use pub lic  
transporta tion to c ommute to work,104 above the County-w ide average of 
17 perc ent.105  Pub lic  transporta tion ava ilab le on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  
inc ludes the Long Island  Ra ilroad  (LIRR) stop  a t Ma in Street between Haven 
Avenue and  South Bayles Avenue and  the MTA Long Island  Bus Line 23 whic h runs 
a long Port Washington Bouleva rd , Ma in Street, Shore Road  and  Manorhaven 
Blvd .  The Port Washing ton LIRR Line runs from Port Washing ton to Manha ttan and 
the Port Washing ton stop  is the termina l stop  on the line.  Ac c ord ing  to the LIRR, 
the morning  peak ridership  level for the Port Washing ton line is app roxima tely 
2,500 peop le.106 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
104 2000 US Census Summary File 3 (SF-3) Sample Data: DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics, 

11050 5-digit ZCTA 
105 Long Island Index 2004. 
106 “LIRR Commuter Off-street Parking Capacity and Utilization by Lot and Station.” LIRR. August 2003. Peak 

ridership= trains arriving 6am – 10am New York City in 1998. 

Port Washington Long Island Railroad Stop 
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Parking 

Community members feel tha t there is inadequa te pa rking  on the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula , pa rtic ula rly on Ma in Street and  nea r the LIRR tra in sta tion.  
The Port Washing ton Pa rking  Distric t manages and ma inta ins pub lic  pa rking a reas 
on the Peninsula .  The Port Washing ton Pa rking Distric t is responsib le for snow 
remova l and  landsc ap ing  in the Town-owned  pa rking  lots and  spac es.107  In 2004, 
the Port Washington Pa rking  Distric t began upgrad ing  the pa rking  meters to 
elec tric  pa rking  meters.  The Port Washing ton Pa rking  Distric t opera tes 557 street 
pa rking  meters and  221 pa rking  lot meters on the Peninsula .108 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
107 Warren Schein, Port Washington Parking District Commissioner, Telephone Interview. January 2005. 
108 ibid 

On-the-street parking along Port Washington Boulevard 

On-the-street parking along Main Street 
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 Map 6.2 Parking Areas 

 
 
 
The Port Washing ton Pa rking  Distric t a lso opera tes 906 c ommuter pa rking  spac es 
a t the LIRR sta tion. These c ommuter spac es a re not metered , b ut instead  require 
a  Port Washing ton resid ent pa rking  permit and  a  pa rking  fee.  The fee c an be 
pa id  da ily, monthly or yea rly.  The Port Washing ton resident pa rking  permit is 
$15 per yea r.  A da ily pa rking  c a rd  c osts one dolla r.109  The c ommuter pa rking 
spac es only ac c ommod a te two-thirds of c ommuter demand .110  Ac c ord ing  to 
the LIRR, the c ommuter pa rking  lots a round  the Port Washington sta tion a re nea rly 
100 perc ent utilized  and  some over utilized .  

                                                      
109 Warren Schein, Port Washington Parking District Commissioner, Telephone Interview. January 2005 
110 JAC Planning and Eschbacher & Associates. Planning and Zoning Study for the Incorporated Village of Port 
Washington North. December 1999. T
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Table 6.3 Port Washington Commuter Off-street Parking Capac ity 
and Utilization by Lot111 

 Capac ity Utilization  

Lot # 112 Tota l Unrestric ted  Tot Lega l Illega l Tot Cars % 

105-1 288 0 288 2 290 100.7% 

105-2 155 0 155 0 155 100.0% 

105-3 47 0 47 0 47 100.0% 

105-4 75 0 75 2 77 102.7% 

105-5 95 0 94 0 94 98.9% 

105-6 121 0 116 1 117 96.7% 

105-9 103 0 101 0 101 98.1% 

Summary 884 0 876 5 881 99.7 

 
 
 

                                                      
111 “LIRR Commuter Off-street Parking Capacity and Utilization by Lot and Station.” LIRR. August 2003.  
112 Table Notes: Lot # = LIRR identification number for a specific facility.  

Parking at the LIRR Port Washington Train Station 
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Pub lic  sa fety add resses c ode enforc ement, c rime p revention and  fire 
p revention and  p rotec tion.  Desp ite the limited  ac c ess and tra ffic  issues, 
the Peninsula  does not have a  d isaster management p lan.  The Port 
Washing ton Fire Department and  the three polic e departments on the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula  have had  d isc ussions about c rea ting  a  d isaster 
management p lan for the Peninsula , but have not yet fina lized  a  p lan.  An 
emergenc y p lan would  designa te a  c entra l c ommand  c enter with a  
system for c ontac ting  the loc a l pub lic  sa fety entities to c oord ina te 
evac ua tion or p rovision of needed  servic es to the Peninsula .  Currently, in 
the event of a  fire or med ic a l emergenc y in Sands Point, the Sands Point 
Polic e Department must c a ll the County Centra l Sta tion for Fire 
Communic a tions (Centra l Sta tion) in Mineola  to notify the Port 
Washing ton Fire Department.  The Port Washing ton Polic e Department 
and  the Sands Point Polic e Department do have open c ommunic a tions in 
the pa trol c a rs.113 
 
 
Code Enforcement  

Eac h village is responsib le for c ode enforc ement w ithin its jurisd ic tion.  The village 
of Manorhaven has a  full-time Superintendent of Build ings and a  full-time Code 
Enforc er.  Tic kets for c ode viola tions, rang ing  from improper trash d isposa l to 
build ing  c ode viola tions a re hea rd  a t the village c ourt.114 Pa rking  viola tions a re 
the grea test c ode viola tion in Manorhaven.115  The village of Port Washing ton 
North has a  pa rt-time c ode enforc ement offic er.  The most c ommon c ode 
viola tion in Port Washington North is illega l pa rking.116  
 
The Town is responsib le for c ode enforc ement w ithin Uninc orpora ted  Port 
Washing ton.  The Town Pub lic  Sa fety Department is responsib le for c ode 
enforc ement of qua lity of life issues inc lud ing  p rop erty ma intenanc e, unreg istered  
vehic les, g ra ffiti, and  illega l pa rking .  The Build ing  Department is responsib le for 
enforc ing  build ing  c odes rela ting  to illega l housing , zoning  viola tions, and  non-
c onforming signs on the build ing , and  elig ib ility to rent an apa rtment.  The 
ma jority of the 214 c omp la ints to the Town Build ing  Department in 2004 were for 
possib le illega l apa rtments.  Between Marc h and  Dec ember 2004, 72 
appearanc e tic kets were issued  for b uild ing  c od e viola tions by the Town.117 
 
 
Fire Protection 

The Port Washing ton Fire Department (PWFD) is a  non-p rofit c orpora tion tha t 
p rovides c ontrac tua l fire p rotec tion and  emergenc y med ic a l servic es (EMS) to 

                                                      
113 Sands Point Police Department. Personal Interview. January 2005. 
114 Hon. Jennifer Wilson-Pines, Deputy Mayor, Manorhaven. Personal Interview. February 2005. 
115 Ronnie Shatzkaner, Clerk, Manorhaven. February 22, 2005.  
116 Hon. Bob Weitzner, Deputy Mayor, Personal Interview. Port Washington North. January 25, 2005. 
117 David Wasserman, Commissioner of Department of Planning and Buildings, Town of North Hempstead, 

Personal Interview, February 2005. P
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the Port Washing ton Fire Protec tion Distric t (Distric t).  The Distric t inc ludes 
uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton, Baxter Esta tes, Manorhaven, Port Washing ton 
North, Sand s Point and  portions of Flower Hill and  Plandome Manor.  There a re 
four c ompanies w ithin the PWFD, whic h a re responsib le for va rious aspec ts of fire  
and  EMS servic es: the Atlantic  Hook and  Ladder Company 1, Protec tion Eng ine 
Company No.1, Flower Hill Hose Company No. 1, and  Fire Med ic  Company No.1.  
The PWFD has a  Chief o f the Department, 1st Assistant Chief, and  2nd  Assistant 
Chief who a re elec ted  by the members of the four c ompanies.  The three c hiefs 
manage the day-to-day opera tions of the PWFD and  report to an Administra tive 
Board  of Direc tors who manage the depa rtment’ s financ ia l dec isions.  
 
The PWFD is a  volunteer fire depa rtment w ith over 280 ac tive members118, seven 
fire houses loc a ted  a round  the Port Washington Peninsula  and  over 30 p iec es of 
fire appa ra tus and  supp ort equipment.119  The PWFD 2004 budget of $2.83 million 
dec reased  6 perc ent from 2003 budget. In 2003, the PWFD responded  to 1,075 
fire c a lls and  1,412 EMS c a lls.  Sinc e 1983, the number of EMS c a lls has inc reased  
49 perc ent and  the number of fire c a lls has inc reased  132 perc ent. However, the 
number of ac tive PWFD members has dec reased  28.5 perc ent.120  
 
The Port Washing ton Peninsula  has a  Fire Protec tion Distric t and  not a  Fire Distric t.  
A Fire Protec tion Distric t offers more a uthority interna lly to the members of the Fire 
Department, w ith no lega l authority rega rd ing  development dec isions.  The PWFD 
is ab le to make dec isions about servic es, sta ffing , and  equipment based  on their 
needs w ithout outside influenc e.  The PWFD strives to work w ith developers on the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula  to ensure tha t a ll app rop ria te fire p rotec tion measures 
a re inc luded .  However, the PWFD ma y not be c onsulted  rega rd ing  a  
development during  the p lanning  stages.  As a  result, it is more d iffic ult to ensure 
the development meets their standa rds inc lud ing  sp rinklers, c lea rly marked  exits, 
or adequa te wa ter ma in c apac ity benea th the projec t.  Without a  Fire Inspec tor 
in the Distric t, the PWFD has been volunteering  time to observe new c onstruc tion.  
The PWFD has been monitoring  new c onstruc tion in the Distric t to ensure tha t the 
build ings c onta in the app rop ria te fire p rotec tion measures.121  There is no lega l 
requirement to b ring  the PWFD into the ea rly stages of development negotia tions.  
Therefore, w ithout this level of review, the PWFD is not a fforded  the opportunity to  
negotia te an a rrangement w ith the developer to defray the c ost of c ap ita l 
improvements.  The PWFD and  Port Washing ton residents often bea r the c ost of 
any c ap ita l investment required  to ac c ommoda te any new development.122 

 

 

 

                                                      
118 John Walters, III, Port Washington Fire Department First Deputy Chief.  Telephone Interview.  March 11,   
     2005. 
119 Port Washington Fire Department website www.pwfd.org.  
120 John Walters, III, Port Washington Fire Department First Deputy Chief.  Telephone Interview.  March 11,  
     2005. 
121 Port Washington Fire Department Chiefs. Personal Interview. December 2004. 
122 Port Washington Fire Department Chiefs.  Personal Interview.  December 2004. 

P
u

b
lic

 S
af

et
y 

&
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

C
o

d
e 

E
n

fo
rc

em
en

t  



 

August 2005  Page 55 

Existing Conditions Report 

Port Washington Fire Protec tion Distric t 

 
 
 

Police 

There a re three p olic e depa rtments serving  the residents of Port Washing ton: 
Sands Point Polic e Department, Port Washington Polic e Distric t and  the Nassa u 
County Polic e Prec inc t # 6 (Sixth Prec inc t). Rec ently, there has been inc reased  
gang ac tivity on the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  As a  result, the Port Washing ton 
Polic e Department to c rea ted  a  Gang Unit; in the fa ll of 2004, the Sixth Prec inc t 
c rea ted  a  task forc e to add ress the p rob lem; and  Sands Point rec ently c rea ted  a  
Gang Unit to sha re informa tion with these other agenc ies.123 

                                                      
123 Lieutenant Mark Mandel, Sands Point Police Department. February 2005. P
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Map 7.2 Polic e Distric ts 

 
 

 

Sands Point Police Department 

There a re 21 members of the Sands Point Polic e Department (SPPD) inc lud ing  the 
Chief of Polic e, one Lieutenant, four Sergeants, and  fifteen polic e offic ers.  The 
ma in foc us of the SPPD is pa trol but it a lso p rovides tra ffic  enforc ement, a  sc hool 
resourc e offic er, and  juvenile a id .124  The SPPD add ed  a  Sc hool Resourc e Offic er 
and  a  Juvenile Aid  Offic er in 2004.  Prior to  2004, the SPPD relied  on the Port 
Washing ton Union Free Sc hool Distric t for a  Sc hool Resourc e Offic er a nd  the 

                                                      
124 Sands Point Police Department Website www.geocities.com/sandspointpd/Department_page.html.  P
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County Polic e Department for Juvenile Aid .  The SPPD does not have a  detec tive 
d ivision so it c onduc ts its own p relimina ry investiga tions but relies on the County 
Polic e Department for detec tives when they a re needed .125  SPPD a lso has a  
Crime Prevention Offic er and  a  Gang Unit c onsisting  of one Sergeant and  two 
Polic e Offic ers who sha re informa tion w ith spec ia lized  units of other polic e 
agenc ies. 
 
In 2004, there were more than 2,400 c a lls for servic e.  These inc lude c rimina l 
investiga tions, family offenses, a ided  c ases126, tra ffic  ac c idents and  investiga tions, 
susp ic ious c irc umstanc es, tra ffic / pa rking  c omp la ints, fire investiga tions, burg la r 
a la rms, and  pub lic  d isord ers.  Without any ma jor c ommerc ia l a reas in Sand s Point, 
the ma jority of a rrests a re for vehic le and  tra ffic  law viola tions.127  Motor vehic le 
ac c idents have stead ily dec rea sed  d ue to aggressive tra ffic  enforc ement.  
Crimes aga inst p roperty have a lso p rogressively dec reased  due to inc reased  
p roac tive pa trol methods.128 
 
In 1990, the SPPD imp lemented  a  c omputerized  rec ords management system in 
their offic e, and  hope to beg in to insta ll the system into the pa trol vehic les.  This 
would  a llow offic ers pa trolling  the a rea  to have ac c ess to important informa tion 
on site.  The ma jority of the SPPD’s annua l bud get of $2.7 million is sp ent on 
sa la ries.  The SPPD’ s p riorities inc lude c ontinued  tra ining  of the offic ers and  
add ition of more first line supervisors so c ap ita l improvements a re made as the 
money is ava ilab le.129 
 
 
Port Washington Police District 

The Port Washing ton Polic e Distric t (PWPD) serves the residents of Uninc orpora ted  
Port Washing ton, Baxter Esta tes, and  Port Washing ton North.  The PWPD has a  
Board  of Polic e Commissioners, whic h is elec ted  by the residents in the polic e 
d istric t.  There is a lso a  Chief of Polic e, Assistant to the Chief of Polic e, Direc tor of 
Pa trol, Command ing  Offic er-Detec tive Division, seven lieutenants, one detec tive 
sergeant, six sergeants, seven detec tives, 39 polic e offic ers, and  18 other 
members who hand le tra ffic  c ontrol, pa rking  meters, sc hool c rossings, and  
ma intenanc e.130  The PWPD has 11 spec ia l assignment a reas: Chamb er of 
Commerc e/ Community Lia ison, Detec tive Division/ Juvenile Aid  Burea u Gang 
Unit/ Na rc otic s Unit, and  Sc hool Lia ison/ Resourc e Offic er, Rec ord s and  
Ad ministra tion, Da ta  Proc essing  Unit, Proc urement and  Supp ly, Tra ining  Bureau, 
Tra ffic  Enforc ement Unit, Fleet Ma intenanc e, Firea rms Tra ining  Unit, and  Crime 
Prevention (Bic yc le-Community Pa trol).131 
 
 

                                                      
125 Interview with Sands Point Police Department, January, 2005. 
126 An aided case is a call to provide emergency medical assistance to save lives and aid the injured and sick. 
127 Lieutenant Mark Mandel, Sands Point Police Department. 
128 Interview with Sands Point Police Department, January, 2005. 
129 ibid 
130 Port Washington Police Department Annual Report 2003. 
131 ibid P
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Port Washington Polic e Distric ts Arrests - 2003 

Felonies
32%

Violations
9%

Misdemeanors
59%

 
 
 
In 2003, there were 11,691 reported  inc idents.  Over 60 perc ent of reported  
inc idents were rec eived  between 7 a .m. and  7 p .m.  The la rgest number of c a lls, 
22 perc ent, was for a la rms.  Nineteen perc ent of reported  inc idents were c a lls for 
servic e. The other typ es of reported  inc idents inc luded  vehic le ac c idents, 
fire/ haza rd / hazmat, a ided  c ases, family p rob lems, pa rking  c ond itions, p roperty 
lost/ found  or pub lic  order inc idents.  The number of reported  inc idents has 
inc reased  23 perc ent sinc e 1997.132  
 
The number of a rrests made by the PWPD has d ec reased  15 perc ent sinc e 1997 
and  the number of na rc otic s a rrests has dec reased  over 50 perc ent.133  The PWPD 
made 214 a rrests w ith 544 tota l c ha rges in 2003.  The ma jority of a rrests were for 
misdemeanors suc h as assault, aggrava ted  unlic ensed  opera tion and  d riving  
while intoxic a ted .  Over one third  of a rrests were felonies suc h a s c rimina l 
possession of a  forged  instrument and  c rimina l possession of a  c ontrolled  
substanc e.  Arrests for viola tions were p rimarily for d riving  while ab ility impa ired .  
The Detec tive Division made 61 a rrests inc lud ing  felonies and  misdemeanors.  
There were 10 a rrests by the Narc otic s Unit inc lud ing  felonies and  
misdemeanors.134 
 
 
Nassau County Police Precinct #6 

The Sixth Prec inc t serves over 200,000 residents in Manorhaven, Flower Hill and  
Plandome Manor on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  and  over 15 other 
c ommunities in Grea t Nec k, Manhasset, and  Glen Cove.  The Sixth Prec inc t 
responded  to 54,532 c a lls for servic e in 2003 and  50,494 c a lls for servic e in 2004. 
 
Ad ministra tive sta ffing  inc ludes a  Command ing  Offic er, a  Deputy Command ing 
Offic er and  an Administra tive Lieutenant. Twenty-four sec tor c a rs pa trol the 
Prec inc t.  The offic ers assigned  to these units work either 7 a .m. to 7 p .m. or 7 p .m. 
to 7 a .m.  There a re c urrently 129 offic ers a ssigned  to the pa trol func tion. In 
add ition, there a re five Prob lem-Oriented  Polic e Offic ers, two tra ffic  enforc ement 

                                                      
132 Port Washington Police Department Annual Reports 1997 and 2003. 
133 ibid 
134 Port Washington Police Department Annual Report 2003 
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offic ers and  one spec ia lized  enforc ement offic er.  The Sixth Squad , whic h is w ithin 
the Sixth Prec inc t, has a  c ommand ing  offic er, three sergeants, and  sixteen 
detec tives assigned  to investiga te ma jor c rime oc c urrenc es.  The Sixth Prec inc t 
has ac c ess to Department-w ide spec ia lized  units suc h as the Emergenc y Servic es 
Unit, the Highway Pa trol, the Bureau of Spec ia l Opera tions, the Narc otic s Bureau, 
the Emergenc y Ambula nc e Bureau, the Juvenile Aid  Burea u, and  the Crime 
Sc ene Searc h Unit. 
 
The Sixth Prec inc t has enjoyed  an overa ll ma jor c rime reduc tion of app roxima tely 
20 perc ent over the past two yea rs.  This dec rea se inc ludes red uc tions in felony 
assaults, robberies, burg la ries, stolen vehic les, and  grand  la rc enies.  A key 
c omponent of this reduc tion has been the imp lementa tion of Nass-Sta t, a  c lone 
of the New York City Polic e Department’ s CompSta t reporting  p roc ess.  This 
system designa ted  the Command ing  Offic er and  administra tive sta ff of the 
c ommand  ac c ountab le for add ressing  c rime and  qua lity of life issues w ithin the 
c ommand  to the entire c ommand  sta ff of the Nassau County Polic e Dep artment. 
Commanders a re required  to forma lly p resent their c rime reduc tion stra teg ies on 
a  monthly basis, whic h inc lude top ic s suc h as the sta tus of c rime, loc a l qua lity of 
life issues, tra ffic  situa tions and  innova tive p rograms. 
 
The Sixth Prec inc t began a  c ommunity outreac h p rogram app roxima tely two 
yea rs ago to instruc t residents about va rious top ic s suc h as persona l sa fety and 
burg la ry p revention.  About the same time, the Sixth Prec inc t re-instituted  the 
Pa rk, Wa lk and  Ta lk p rogram tha t a llows the sec tor c a r opera tors to leave their 
vehic les and  pa trol, by foot, in downtown business a reas.  This is signific ant 
bec ause it puts the offic ers in d irec t c ontac t w ith residents, shoppers, and  
business owners. 
 
The village of Manorhaven has over 6,000 residents and  is pa trolled  a round  the 
c loc k by Rad io Motor Pa trol Vehic le 604.  This unit is sta ffed  during  the day by one 
offic er and  by two offic ers a t night. In 2003, the Sixth Prec inc t responded  to 
2,397 c a lls for servic e in the village.  In 2004, there were 2,506 c a lls. In 2003, there 
were five oc c urrenc es of residenc e burg la ry a nd  five of business b urg la ry.  In 
2004, there were four reports of residenc e b urg la ry and  nine rep orts of business 
burg la ry.  There were no robberies in 2003 and  one report in 2004 in whic h there 
was an a rrest.  There were 21 a rrests during  2003 and  40 in 2004 rang ing  from 
burg la ries to minor viola tions. 
 
The village of Flower Hill is pa trolled  by Vehic le 610.  The Sixth Prec inc t responded  
to 3,583 c a lls for servic e in 2003 in the Flower Hill.  In 2004, there were 3,790 c a lls for 
servic e.  There were four residenc e burg la ry reports in 2003 and  eight reports in 
2004.  There was one b usiness b urg la ry report in 2003 and  none reported  in the 
yea r 2004.  There were no robberies rep orted  in 2003, however there was one 
report in 2004.  There were 31 a rrests d uring  2003 a nd  14 during  2004.  
 
The village of Plandome Manor is pa trolled  by Vehic le 607.  There were 1,418 c a lls 
for servic e in Plandome Manor in 2003, and  1,294 in 2004.  There was no ma jor 
c rime reported  in Plandome Manor for b oth 2003 and  2004.  There were three 
a rrests in this village in 2003 and  two in 2004. P
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Community servic es address the needs of a  popula tion inc lud ing  seniors, 
c hild ren, the unemployed , the poor, and  the d isab led . Forty perc ent of 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula  popula tion is either over 65 yea rs old  or 
under 19 yea rs old .  Approxima tely 4 perc ent of the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  households a re below the poverty level.  There are many non-
p rofit, governmenta l, and  relig ious organiza tions provid ing  servic es to 
seniors, c hild ren, and the poor within the Peninsula .  The geographic  
isola tion of the Peninsula  is often an extra  stra in on those in need  of 
c ommunity servic es.  Most servic e p roviders suc h as homeless shelters and 
med ic a l servic es a re off peninsula .  Many of the County servic e agenc ies 
a re loc a ted  in the Town of Hempstead .  With limited  pub lic  transporta tion, 
it is d iffic ult for those in need  to reac h the servic e p roviders.135  
 
 
Social and Economic Information 

The med ian family inc ome is $102,064 and  over 20 perc ent of families ea rn over 
$200,000 annua lly.  The med ian family inc ome for the Peninsula  is $20,818 higher 
than the med ian family inc ome for the County. The Peninsula  med ian household  
inc ome, whic h inc ludes family and  ind ividua l households, is $85,086 annua lly w ith 
5.5 perc ent of ind ividua ls and  4 perc ent of families living  below the poverty level.  
Two perc ent of the popula tion on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  is unemp loyed  
c ompared  to over 3.5 perc ent in the County.136 
 
 

Table 8.1 Ec onomic  Information for the Port Washington Peninsula 137 

City 

Med ian 
Household  

Inc ome 

Med ian 
Family 

Inc ome 
Unemp loyment 

Ra te 

Households 
below 

Poverty Level 

Baxter Esta tes $84,592 $111,074 2.5% 4% 

Flower Hill $121,999 $133,075 2.5% 3% 

Manorhaven $61,474 $66,744 3.2% 8% 

Plandome Manor $176,959 $193,496 0% 2% 

Port Washing ton 
North 

$89,287 $100,730 2.0% 5% 

Sands Point 
Over 
$200,000 

$200,001 1.5% 2% 

Uninc orpora ted  Port 
Washing ton 

$85,837 $102,646 1.5% 5% 

                                                      
135 Nancy Curtin, Port Washington Public Library. Personal Interview. March 2005.  
136 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics 
11050 zip code & Nassau County 
137 ibid C
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More than ha lf of the Port Washing ton popula tion over age 25 has ea rned  a t 
least a  bac helor’ s d egree.  In the County, only 35 perc ent of the popula tion has 
ea rned  a t least a  bac helor’ s degree.  Between 1990 and  2000, the perc entage 
of the Port Washing ton popula tion who gradua ted  from c ollege inc reased  9.7 
perc ent.  In the County, the perc entage of the popula tion who gradua ted  from 
c ollege inc reased  over 21 perc ent in tha t same time period .138  About 90 perc ent 
of Port Washing ton residents a re high sc hool g radua tes.  The ma jority of Port 
Washing ton residents work in management, p rofessiona l, and  rela ted  
oc c upa tions (53.6 perc ent) and  27 perc ent work in servic e, sa les, and  offic e 
oc c upa tions.139  In the County, 41 perc ent of the popula tion work in 
management, p rofessiona l, and  rela ted  oc c up a tions and  44.1 perc ent of the 
popula tion work in servic e, sa les and  offic e oc c upa tions.  Ab out 13 perc ent of 
Port Washing ton residents work for the pub lic  sec tor.140  In the County, 17.1 
perc ent of the popula tion work for the pub lic  sec tor.  While the number of self-
emp loyed  residents on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc reased  47.2 perc ent, this 
c a tegory dec reased  by 12.6 perc ent in the County between 1990 and  2000.141   
 
 
Port Washington Union Free School District 

The Port Washing ton Union Free Sc hool Distric t (PWUFSD) serves the Peninsula  of 
Port Washing ton.  The PWUFSD’s c urrent enrollment for 2004-2005 is 4,738 students 
in g rades K-12.142  Ac c ord ing  to the PWUFSD, by the 2010-2011 sc hool yea r the 
annua l K-12 enrollment is antic ipa ted  to inc rease app roxima tely 2 perc ent to 
4,816 students.  The PWUFSD p rojec ts a  5 perc ent dec rease in elementa ry 
enrollment and  less than 1 perc ent dec rease in midd le sc hool enrollment by the 
2010-2011 sc hool yea r.  However, high sc hool enrollment is expec ted  to inc rease 
15 perc ent.143  In 2002-2003, the sc hool d istric t was 70.8 perc ent white, 13.8 
perc ent Hispanic , 2.5 perc ent Afric an Americ an, and  12.9 perc ent Asian, 
Americ an Ind ian, Alaska n, or Pac ific  Islander.144 
 
The average c lass size in the PWUFSD was 19.3 students.  Ab out 8 perc ent of the 
students had  limited  Eng lish p rofic ienc y and  ab out 6 perc ent were elig ib le for 
free lunc hes.  There a re 754 Spec ia l Educ a tion students a ttend ing  PWUFSD.  
Currently, the sc hool system has five elementa ry sc hools, one midd le sc hool, and  
one high sc hool.145 
 
 

                                                      
138 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Profile of Selected Social Characteristics 

11050 zip code & Nassau County 
139 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-3 Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics 

11050 zip code & Nassau County 
140 2000 US Census, Summary File 3. www.census.gov.  
141 US Census Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. Industry by Type of Worker. 11050 zip code & Nassau 

County 
142 Port Washington Union Free School District Enrollment Projections, February, 7, 2005. 
143 ibid 
144 New York State Department of Education. New York State District Report Card Comprehensive Information 

Report: Port Washington Union Free School District. 2004. 
145 ibid  C
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Historic and Projected School Enrollment for the PWUFSD146 
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The budget for the 2004-2005 sc hool yea r was $99.8 million, a  8.55% inc rease from 
the budget for the 2003-2004 sc hool yea r.  The p er-pup il expend iture is $19,471.147  
The Board  of Educ a tion (Sc hool Boa rd ) inc ludes seven boa rd  members who a re 
elec ted  to three-yea r terms.  The Sc hool Boa rd  appoints the Superintendent of 
Sc hools; Assistant Superintendent for Curric ulum, Instruc tion; and  Assessment; 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resourc es a nd  Genera l Ad ministra tion; and  
Assistant Superintendent for Business.148  Sinc e the 1998-1999 sc hool yea r, the Full 
Time Equiva lents (FTE) in instruc tiona l sta ff have inc reased  19 perc ent.149 
 
The PWUFSD a lso offers c ontinuing  educ a tion c lasses for c ommunity members 
over the age of 21.  The c lasses offered  through the Continuing  and  Community 
Educ a tion Program inc lude Eng lish as a  Sec ond  Language (ESL) c lasses, basic  
ac ademic  c lasses, and  c lasses to help  ind ividua ls work toward  their high sc hool 
equiva lenc y d ip loma .  In add ition, the Educ a tiona l Advanc ement Progra m offers 
advisement servic es to help  eva lua te ind ividua l needs.150  The PWUFSD’s Business 
Instruc tiona l Tra ining  Servic es (BITS) offers c lasses to loc a l b usinesses tha t have 
sta ff tra ining  needs.  The BITS offers c lasses in ac c ounting / financ e, informa tion 

                                                      
146 New York State Department of Education. New York State District Report Card Comprehensive Information 

Report: Port Washington Union Free School District. 2004. 
147 Port Washington Union Free School District, 2004-2005 Proposed School Budget. 2004 
148 Port Washington Union Free School District. The District.  
149 Letter from Kevin O’Brien, Assistant Business Administrator, Port Washington Union Free School District. 
150 Port Washington Union Free School District website http://schools.portnet.k12.ny.us   C
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tec hnology and  c omputer skills, human resourc es, marketing / advertising , and  
workp lac e literac y (language skills or ESL).151  
 
 
Port Washington Public Library  

The Port Washing ton Lib ra ry (Lib ra ry) is loc a ted  on Ma in Street in the village of 
Baxter Esta tes. The Port Washing ton Lib ra ry is a  sc hool d istric t lib ra ry, and , as suc h, 
serves a ll residents w ithin the PWUFSD.  The Lib ra ry was sta rted  in 1892 by the 
Women’s Club  of Port Washing ton in a  loc a l home.  Between 1892 and  1970, the 
Lib ra ry expanded  many times.  Fina lly, in 1970, the c urrent build ing  was 
c omp leted  and  the Lib ra ry introduc ed  the On-Line Ac c ess Ca ta log  in 1995.152  
The Lib ra ry is governed  by a  seven-member Boa rd  of Trustees, elec ted  to five-
yea r terms.  The Lib ra ry has one lib ra ry d irec tor, 20 c ertified  lib ra rians, and  36.5 
other sta ff members.153  In 2005, the Lib ra ry’ s budget is $5.6 million, a  3.8 p erc ent 
inc rease from 2004.  The Lib ra ry has 176,056 p rint ma teria ls, 117,590 aud io-visua l 
hold ings, 61 da tabases, 472 seria l subsc rip tions, pub lic  meeting  rooms, 34 pub lic  
c omputers w ith internet ac c ess, and  a  sma ll c offee shop .154  The Lib ra ry not only 
offers c omp uters w ith internet ac c ess to the pub lic , but a lso offers c omputer 
tra ining  c lasses.  For ma ny on the Port Washington Peninsula , the Lib ra ry is their 
only ac c ess to a  c omputer or the internet.155  With twelve depa rtments, the 
Lib ra ry offers a  w ide range of c ommunity servic es inc lud ing  Eng lish for Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL), a  Hea lth Center, and  p rograms for c hild ren and 
teens.156  In 2004, the Lib ra ry, whic h has 20,359 reg istered  borrowers, had  over 
383,000 visitors pa ss through their doors.157 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
151 ibid 
152 “General Policy Section” Port Washington Public Library.  
153 Staffing numbers are FTE 
154 “Port Washington Public Library Annual Report for Public and Association Libraries – 2003” 
155 Nancy Curtain, Personal Interview. January 2005. 
156 Port Washington Public Library website. http://www.pwpl.org/index.html  
157 “Port Washington Public Library Annual Report for Public and Association Libraries – 2003” 
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The Lib ra ry has a  Loc a l History Center w ith 48 spec ia l c ollec tions tha t inc lude 
a rtifac ts, manusc rip ts, p ic tures, letters, doc uments, maps, postc a rds, and  
sc rapbooks.  The Lib ra ry’ s Loc a l History Collec tion is supp lemented  by a n Ora l 
History Program w ith over 200 interviews and  8,000 pages of transc rip t.  The 
mission of the Ora l History Program, founded  in 1980, is “ to c ap ture on tape the 
memories of those men and  women who have shaped  Port Washing ton’s history, 
and  to p reserve tha t memory for future genera tions.”   The Lib ra ry a lso offers 
workshops, lec tures, wa lking  tours, exhib itions, film sc reenings and  spec ia l events 
about the loc a l history of the Peninsula .158 
 
 
Community Chest of Port Washington 

Sta rted  in 1949 to c onsolida te fund ing  for loc a l agenc ies, the Community Chest 
of Port Washing ton (Community Chest) p rovides fund ing  to 28 loc a l a genc ies 
serving  the Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc lud ing :159 
 

 Boy Sc outs 

 Child  Abuse Prevention Servic es (CAPS) 

 Community Sc hola rship  Fund  

 The Educ a tion and  Assistanc e Corp ora tion (EAC) 

 Family & Child ren’s Assoc ia tion 

 Girl Sc outs 

 Hosp ic e Care Network 

 Landmark on Ma in Street Community Center 

 Littig  House Community Center 

 Long Island  Alzheimer’ s Founda tion, Inc . (LIAF) 

 Menta l Hea lth Assoc ia tion 

 Nassa u County Coa lition Aga inst Domestic  Violenc e, Inc . 

 North Shore Child  and  Fa mily Guidanc e Center 

 North Shore–Long Island  Jewish Hea lth System 

 Parent Resourc e Center 

 Port Athletic  League (PAL) 

 Port Counseling  Center 

 Port Washing ton Child ren’s Center 

 Port Washing ton Senior Citizens, Inc . 

                                                      
158 Port Washington Public Library website. http://www.pwpl.org/index.html 
159 June Brereton, Executive Director, Community Chest of Port Washington. Personal Interview, March 14, 
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 Port Washing ton Senior Community Servic e Center 

 Port Washing ton Soc c er Club  

 Port Washing ton Twin Pines Consumers Assoc ia tion, Inc . 

 Port Washing ton Youth Ac tivities (PYA) 

 Port Youth Counc il 

 Sousa  Band  Shell 

 St. Franc is Hosp ita l 

 
The Community Chest is a  non-p rofit organiza tion w ith a  Boa rd  of Direc tors, 
Exec utive Board , and  sta ff members.160  The 60-member Boa rd  of Direc tors 
meets qua rterly and  p rovides oversight over the organiza tion.  A sma ller 12-
member Exec utive Board  meets monthly and  sets polic ies for the organiza tion.  A 
sma ll sta ff then administers the day-to-day opera tions of the agenc y.  The 
member agenc ies a re reviewed  annua lly to renew their membership  w ith the 
Community Chest.  At this time, new memberships a re c onsidered .161  
 
 
Senior Issues 

The number of ind ividua ls in Port Washing ton tha t a re over 65 yea rs old  has 
inc reased  10 perc ent sinc e 1990.  Currently, 26 p erc ent of the popula tion is over 
65 yea rs old .  The number of peop le over 85 yea rs old  has inc reased  58 perc ent 
sinc e 1990.162   
 
Trad itiona lly, the Town‘s Department of Community Servic es has p rovided  
servic es to seniors inc lud ing  transporta tion, housing , and  financ ia l assistanc e.  In 
add ition, there a re two senior p rograms tha t offer servic es to seniors on the 
Port Washing ton Peninsula :  the Port Washing ton Senior Citizen Center loc a ted  on 
Manorhaven Bouleva rd  and  the Port Washington Senior Community Servic e 
Center loc a ted  a t St. Stephen’s Churc h on Ma in Street.  Both c enters offer 
transporta tion assistanc e, free or low c ost lunc hes, c ra fts, exerc ise, lec tures, and  
soc ia l p rograms. 
 
There a re multip le senior housing  developments inc lud ing  Mill Pond  and  the 
Ad d ison House. However, there is not muc h sub sid ized  senior housing  a va ilab le 
on the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  The Landmark on Ma in Street (Landmark) is a  
c ommunity c enter tha t has 50 sub sid ized  senior housing  apa rtments for rent and 
nine apa rtments for the developmenta lly d isab led  over age 52.  The Landmark 
opened  in 1995 and  offers teen p rograms, c hildc a re, a  pa rent resourc e c enter 
and  a  425-sea t theater open to the pub lic .163 

                                                      
160 ibid 
161 ibid 
162 2000 US Census Summary File 1 (SF 1) 100-Percent Data. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics. 
- 11050 zip code and Nassau County.  
163 Phyllis Joseph, Landmark on Main Street. Telephone Interview. January 2005. C
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Youth Issues 

With over 7,500 peop le under 19 yea rs of age in Port Washing ton, this age group  
ac c ounts for a lmost one qua rter of the popula tion.  There is a  g rowing  c onc ern 
on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  about gang ac tivity and  youth involvement in 
gangs.  While the three polic e depa rtments have developed  gang units or task 
forc es, there has not been a  c oord ina ted  effort b y the va rious c ommunity servic e 
organiza tions to add ress this g rowing  p rob lem.  However, there is g rea t interest in 
the servic e c ommunity to develop  a  c omprehensive p rogram to add ress gang  
ac tivity.  An important c omponent of this p rogram is to educ a te c hild ren aga inst 
gang involvement, whic h many organiza tions c ite as a  suc c essful tool to reduc e 
gang ac tivity.  The Town’s Community Servic es Department rec ently app lied  for 
and  rec eived  a  grant from the Sta te Division of Crimina l Justic e for $71,253.  The 
Town rec eived  this g rant jointly w ith the North Shore Child  and  Family Guidanc e 
Center to c onduc t anti-gang educ a tion p rograms through the PWUFSD.164 
 
It is a lso important to offer a fter sc hool ac tivities to keep  c hild ren and  teenagers 
from pa rtic ipa ting  in gang ac tivity.165  Many servic e p roviders on the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  who work w ith the youth agree tha t there is a  need  for 
more a fter sc hool p rograms for c hild ren age 13-16.  It is c ritic a l to offer a c tivities 
for c hild ren between sc hool end ing  and  d inner bec ause this time period  is when 
c hild ren typ ic a lly get in troub le if they a re not involved  w ith ac tivities.166  Currently, 
there is no YMCA, YWCA or YHA on the Peninsula .  The Landmark has a  pub lic  
gym for the youth of the Port Washing ton Peninsula , but it c urrently does not have 
a  sw imming pool.  The nea rest YMCA/ YWCA/ YHA is in Dix Hills.167 
 
The PWUFSD offers a  summer p rogram for c hild ren nursery through eighth g rade.  
The AT LAST! Program offers a  Primary p rog ram for c hild ren ages nursery through 
sec ond  grade; Intermed ia te p rogram for c hild ren ages third  through eighth 
g rade; Summer Disc overies for c hild ren ages nursery through eighth g rade; and  
Counselor-in-Tra ining  for seventh and  eighth g rade students.  The Primary and  
Intermed ia te Programs offer a  va riety of c lasses a nd  ac tivities inc lud ing : a rts and  
c ra fts, ma th and  sc ienc e, Spanish, rec rea tiona l sw imming, and  music .  The 
Summer Disc overies p rogram offers more c lasses and  ac tivities in the a fternoon 
inc lud ing  sports, sw imming, and  Model Congress.  Child ren in seventh and  eighth 
g rades a lso have the opportunity to rec eive tra ining  and  experienc e working  w ith 
young peop le through the Counselor-in-Tra ining  Program.  These youth work as 
assistants in the morning  c lasses.168 
 
The Lib ra ry offers many p rograms for youth age b irth to 18. The Young Ad ult 
Servic es depa rtment offers p rograms and  servic es for teenagers in g rades 7-12.  
The TeenSpac e is a  room in the lib ra ry for teens to “ study, read , and  relax.”   The 
Young Adult sta ff is sp ec ia lly tra ined  to p rovide servic es to teenagers, and  

                                                      
164 Madge Kaplan, Director of Community Services, Town of North Hempstead. Telephone Interview. July 20, 

2005. 
165 Mario Martinez, Community Action Council.  Telephone Interview.  January 19, 2005. 
166 Patrick Foye, United Way. Telephone Interview. January 12, 2005. 
167 ibid 
168 Port Washington Union Free School District.  C
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TeenSpac e houses the c ollec tions tha t teenagers w ill most likely need  in their 
resea rc h.169  The Child ren’s Servic es Department offers a  Child ren’s Room whic h 
serves c hild ren up  through sixth g rade.170  
 
 
Parents 

Approxima tely 30 perc ent of families on the Port Washington Peninsula  have 
c hild ren under 6 yea rs old .  In nea rly ha lf of these families, both pa rents a re 
emp loyed .171 Sing le pa rent households ra ising  c hild ren under 18 yea rs of age 
c omprise app roxima tely 4 perc ent of the family householders on the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula .172  In the County, sing le pa rent households w ith c hild ren 
under 18 yea rs of age c omprise app roxima tely 18.7 perc ent of family households.  
Between 1990 and  2000, the number of two pa rent household s on the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  inc reased  4.2 perc ent while sing le pa rent households 
dec reased  an average 18.7 perc ent.173  Between 1990 and  2000, the number of 
two pa rent households in the County dec reased  1.6 perc ent and  sing le pa rent 
households inc reased  an average of 13 perc ent.174 
 
There is a  sc a rc ity of a ffordab le dayc a re c enters on the Peninsula .175 There a re 
a lso very few dayc a res on the Peninsula  whic h offer dayc a re for c hild ren under 
two.176 Considering  tha t ha lf of families w ith c hild ren have both pa rents working , 
a ffordab le dayc a re is a  c ritic a l need  on the Port Washing ton Peninsula .177  
 
The Landmark houses the Port Washington Child ren’s Center (Child ren’s Center) 
whic h offers c hildc are with a  slid ing sc a le fee for c hild ren over 18 months through 
12 years old .178  The Child ren’s Center offers a  Todd ler Program for ages 18 months 
to 2 years old ; Presc hool p rogram for ages 3 and 4 years old ; and a  KidsPort 
p rogram before and a fter sc hool for c hild ren ages 5 through 12 yea rs old .179 
 
The Pa rent Resourc e Center (PRC), a t the Landmark, offers Workshops, 
rec rea tiona l outings, and  educ a tiona l ac tivities whic h teac h positive parenting 
stra teg ies. In add ition, the PRC offers:  adult educ a tion and  support g roups suc h 

                                                      
169 ibid 
170 ibid 
171 US Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF-1) 100-Percent Data. QT-P10 Households and Families - 11050 zip 

code and Nassau County 
172 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) Sample Data. Family Type by Presence of Related Children under 

18 years of Age - 11050 zip code & Nassau County.  
173 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) Sample Data. Family Type by Presence of Related Children under 

18 years of Age - 11050 zip code & Nassau County and US Census 1990 Summary File 3 (SF 3) Sample 
Data. Family Type by Presence of Related Children under 18 years of Age - 11050 zip code & Nassau 
County 

174 ibid 
175 Madge Kaplan, Director Community Services. Telephone Interview. Town of North Hempstead; Patrick Foye, 

United Way. Telephone Interview. January 14, 2005. Phyllis Joseph, Landmark on Main Street. Telephone 
Interview. January 2005. 

176  ibid 
177 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Profile of Selected Social Characteristics 

11050 zip code and Nassau County 
178 Phyllis Joseph, Landmark on Main Street. Personal Interview. January 2005 
179 Port Washington Children’s Center website. www.portwashington.com/pwcc/index.html  
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as CPR, Mothers of New Infants, and  exerc ise c lasses.  The PRC offers free 
c hildc a re p rovided  by CPR c ertified  c a reg ivers for a ll p rograms.180  An outreac h 
p rogram is a lso offered  to help  families “ ob ta in the financ ia l, lega l, a nd  job  
tra ining  assistanc e to whic h they a re entitled .”   
 
The Lib ra ry offers a  Pa renting Informa tion Center, a  Pa rent-Child  Home Program, 
and  a  Pa rent-Child  Workshop .  The Pa renting  Informa tion Center (PIC) was 
estab lished  in 1992 w ith a  g rant from the Sta te Developmenta l Disab ilities 
Planning  Counc il to p rovide resourc es for pa rents w ith d isab led  c hild ren.  The PIC 
p rovides a  c ollec tion of books and  videos and  pa renting  p rograms tha t have 
informa tion about d isc ip line, behavior mod ific a tion, educ a tiona l advoc ac y, 
d isab ility awareness, c op ing  and  soc ia liza tion.181  The Pa rent-Child  Home Program 
serves fa milies in Port Washing ton who a re c ha llenged  by “ poverty, low levels of 
educ a tion, and  language ba rriers by p rovid ing  home-based  literac y and  
pa renting educ a tion.” 182  Over 80 perc ent of students who c omp lete the 
p rogram gradua te from high sc hool.183  The Pa rent-Child  Workshop  began in 1997 
and  is offered  four times a  yea r free of c ost.  Serving  25 families per session, the 
Workshop  offers informa tion on speec h and  language, physic a l fitness, literac y, 
nutrition and  behavior from tra ining  c ommunity resourc e p rofessiona ls and 
lib ra rians.184  The Lib ra ry has pa rtnered  w ith the Midd le County Pub lic  Lib ra ry to 
p romote the Family Plac e Projec t in the County, a  “ na tiona l initia tive designed  to 
strengthen lib ra ry servic es for c hild ren and  families.” 185 
 
Sinc e 1964, the PWUFSD has offered  a  p re-kinderga rten p rogram to “ help  c hild ren 
from d isadvantaged  families get ready for sc hool.” 186  The p rogram, whic h has an 
average c lass size of 16 students, has one d irec tor, four teac hers, and  six 
educ a tiona l assistants, and  79 c hild ren enrolled  in the p rogram in 2005.  The 
p rogram offers c lasses for c hild ren ages 3 and  4.  These c lasses inc lude:187  
 

 Two full-day c lasses for 4-yea r-olds. 

 One full-day c lass for 3-yea r-olds. 

 Two ha lf-day c lasses for 3 and  4-yea r-olds. 

 
The p rogram is subsid ized  by a  Sta te Grant and  offers the c lasses to stud ents who 
a re elig ib le for free or reduc ed  lunc h, and  those students who fa ll into the next 
higher inc ome level.  Of the tota l students pa rtic ipa ting  in the p rogram: 84 
perc ent rec eive free and  reduc ed  lunc h, 3 perc ent rec eive some form of pub lic  
assistanc e, 23 perc ent a re on Med ic a id , and  15 perc ent a re over the inc ome 
elig ib ility level. 

                                                      
180 Parent Resource Center website. www.parentresource.org/  
181 ibid 
182 Port Washington Public Library website, http://www.pwpl.org  
183 ibid 
184 ibid 
185 ibid 
186 Port Washington Union Free School District 
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The p rogra m stresses p a rent involvement and the p rogram’s soc ia l worker 
c oord ina tes the follow ing  events to b ring  pa rents into the c lassroom: Pa rent-Child  
ac tivity nights, multi-c ultura l pa renting , Pa rent Advisory Committee, Rea d ing  is 
Fundamenta l (RIF), Exp loring  the Citizenship  Proc ess, and  Pa rent Support Group 188  
The c hild ren a lso interac t with other sc hool d istric t sta ff and  students through 
p rograms inc lud ing : ESL instruc tion on a  da ily basis in full-day c lasses; a lterna tive 
High Sc hool students visit tw ic e a  week; and  third  g rade “ Read ing  Budd ies”  visit 
tw ic e a  week.189 
 
 
Immigrants 

In app roxima tely 70 perc ent of households on the Port Washing ton Peninsula , 
Eng lish is the language spoken a t home.  Spanish is the language spoken a t 
home in about 12 perc ent of households and  an Asian language is spoken a t 
home in about 6 perc ent of households on the Peninsula .  The Port Washing ton 
Peninsula  has had  in inc rease in the number of immigrants, espec ia lly from Asian 
and  La tino c ountries in the last dec ade.  Ac c ord ing  to the 2000 Census, 24 
perc ent of the popula tion was born outside the United  Sta tes.190  In 1990, only 16.3 
perc ent of the popula tion was born outside the United  Sta tes.191  In add ition, the 
number of households whose p rimary language is Eng lish has dec reased  4 
perc ent sinc e 1990.192  
 
As the immigrant popula tion on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  inc reases, it is 
impera tive tha t transla tion servic es a re ava ilab le so the loc a l governments and 
spec ia l d istric ts a re ab le to c ommunic a te w ith the popula tion.  In 1992, the Lib ra ry 
estab lished  an ESL p rogram to help  Port Washing ton residents improve their 
Eng lish read ing  and  writing  skills.  The p rogram is open to anyone who lives or 
works in Port Washing ton.  Classes a re taught by volunteers w ith sma ll c lass sizes.  
In add ition, c omputer softwa re, books, c a ssettes, and  other ma teria ls a re 
ava ilab le for everyone, not just those pa rtic ipa ting  in the p rogram.193  In add ition, 
the Community Ac tion Counc il offers outreac h to the immigrant c ommunity 
through a fter sc hool and  summer p rograms.194 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
188 ibid 
189 ibid 
190 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Profile of Selected Social Characteristics 
191 US Census 1990 Summary Tape File 3 (STF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Social Characteristic 
192 US Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Profile of Selected Social Characteristics and 

US Census 1990 Summary Tape File 3 (STF 3) – Sample Data. DP-2 Social Characteristic.  
193 ibid 
194 Mario Martinez, Port Washington Community Action Council. Telephone Interview. January 19, 2005. C
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The Port Washing ton Peninsula  is p rimarily residentia l with four main 
c ommerc ia l c orridors: Port Washing ton Bouleva rd , Ma in Street, Shore 
Road, and  Manorhaven Boulevard .  These c orridors, together, c rea te a  
c ommerc ia l sp ine through the c enter of the Peninsula  and  c onta in the 
majority of the approxima tely 1,200 businesses in Port Washing ton.  The 
c ommerc ia l estab lishments a long this c orridor range from sma ll loc al 
beauty shops to la rge na tiona l c ha in groc ery stores.  These estab lishments 
a re housed  in small storefronts a long the road  and  in la rge reta il 
c omplexes tha t a re set bac k from the road  by la rge pa rking  lots.  These 
c ommerc ia l c orridors ffer a  va riety of development op tions from strip  ma lls 
to wa lkab le downtown a reas. 
 
 
Greater Port Washington Business Improvement District 

The Grea ter Port Washing ton Business Improvement Distric t (GPWBID) was 
estab lished  by the Town in 1995 to improve the “ ec onomic  and  business hea lth of 
the Grea ter Port Washing ton a rea .” 195  The GPWBID serves c ommerc ia l p roperties 
and  their tenants in Baxter Esta tes, Manorhaven, Port Washing ton North and  
Uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton.  The GPWBID offers enhanc ed  servic es for 
c ommerc ia l entities inc lud ing  p romotion, g rants, and  sanita tion servic es suc h as 
sidewa lk sweep ing , and  deb ris remova l.196  The GPWBID offers Tenant Bonus 
Grants to enc ourage peop le to rent c ommerc ia l spac e in Business Improvement 
Distric t.  Those businesses tha t sign a t least a  two-yea r lea se and  rent a t least 
500 squa re feet a re elig ib le for up  to $1000 in g rant money.  These gra nts a re 
ava ilab le to new tenants and  those who expand  their spac e.  Historic a lly, this 
money has been used  for signage, refinishing  floors, or upda ting  c omputer 
systems.  The GPWBID a lso pub lishes a  tourism guide for Port Washing ton and  
ma inta ins a  website whic h serves a s a  c ommunity porta l. 
 
The GPWBID has an 11-member Boa rd  of Direc tors whic h inc lude six c ommerc ia l 
p roperty owners, two c ommerc ia l tenants, two members appointed  by the Town 
Supervisor, and  one member appointed  by the Town Board .  The GPWBID has no 
emp loyees, but has a  c onsultant ac ting  as an Exec utive Direc tor.197  The Town 
c ollec ts a  d irec t assessment on a ll c ommerc ia l p roperty to fund  the GPWBID.  
There a re over 800 b usinesses in the GPWBID who eac h make annua l 
c ontributions from 10 c ents to $7,780.  The 2005 tota l c ommerc ia l GPWBID 
c ontributions is $155,714.198 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
195 Greater Port Washington Business Improvement District Newsletter, Spring 2004. 
196 Roy Smitheimer, GPWBID, Executive Director. Telephone Interview. February 2005. 
197 ibid 
198 “GPWBID 2005 Direct Assessments and Contributions. Memo to the GPWBID November 12, 2004. D
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Commerc ia l Corridors 
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Port Washington Boulevard 

Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  from Chestnut Roa d  to Harbor Road  has about 
150 businesses inc lud ing  groc ery stores, ha ir sa lons, d oc tors’  offic es, d ry c leaners, 
the North Hempstead  Country Club , Nassa u Knolls Cemetery, insuranc e 
c ompanies, and  restaurants.199  Port Washington Bouleva rd , whic h runs through 
the village of Flower Hill and  uninc orpora ted  Port Washington, is the ma in four-
lane road  onto the Peninsula  c onnec ting  Northern Bouleva rd  to Sands Point.  This 
road  runs through both c ommerc ia l and  residentia l a reas of the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula .  Pa rking  is ava ilab le both a long the road  and  in rea r pa rking  lots 
behind  most businesses.  The c ommerc ia l spac es a re loc a ted  in both stand -a lone 
build ings c lustered  together and  in rows of a ttac hed  build ings. 
 
 

 
 
 
The c ommerc ia l c orridor beg ins w ith sma ll neighborhood  reta il inc lud ing a  ha ir 
sa lon and  deli on the west side of the road  and  a  residentia l neighborhood  on 
the east side.  The ma in offic es for the PWPD and  the PWFD a re loc a ted  on Port 
Washing ton Bouleva rd .  Residentia l neighborhoods a re interspersed  w ith 
c ommerc ia l and  governmenta l offic es a long most of Port Washing ton Bouleva rd .  
While there a re few pedestrian friend ly c rossings a long this ma in road , there a re a  
number of loc a tions where the Port Washing ton Polic e Department p rovides 
sc hool c rossing  gua rds when sc hool is in session. 
 

                                                      
199 InfoUSA's Power Business CD version #:4.3 provided by the GPWBID. 

Port Washington Boulevard 
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Although most of the reta il spac es a long Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  lac k any 
c ommon faç ade design, a  reta il c luster a t Map le Avenue and  Port Washing ton 
Bouleva rd  (just north of the intersec tion of Campus Drive and  Port Washing ton 
Bouleva rd ) does have a  c ommon exterior design.  As the photo below shows, 
there is c onsistent signage a long this d iverse assortment of downtown businesses 
inc lud ing  the na tiona l pha rmac y c ha in Ec kerd , a  loc a l b ic yc le repa ir shop , and  a  
loc a l d ry c leaner. 
 
 

 

Port Washington Boulevard and Maple Avenue 

Port Washington Boulevard 
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Main Street 

Main Street is historic a lly the c ommerc ia l downtown hub  of the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula . Ma in Street runs from Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  to Shore Roa d  
stretc hing  through Uninc orpora ted  Port Washing ton and  Baxter Esta tes.  
Lower Ma in Street runs from Shore Road  to Fifth Avenue.  These two-lane roads 
c onnec t the c ommerc ia l c orridor of Port Washing ton Bouleva rd  to the 
c ommerc ia l c orridor a long Shore Road  to the Manhasset Bay wa terfront. 
 
 

 
 
 
Commerc ia l build ings a re built to the p roperty line to enc ourage an ac tive street 
wa ll.  There a re some d istinc tive streetsc ape elements, as shown in the p ic ture 
above, inc lud ing  pedestrian level lighting , holiday lights, and  street trees.  Most of 
the build ings a long Main Street a re one or two stories, however, a t va rious 
loc a tions a  few a re four stories high.  Pa rking  is ava ilab le behind  most of the 
businesses.  There a re three munic ipa l lots tha t a re ac c essib le from Ma in Street.  
On-street pa rking  is a lso ava ilab le a long both sides of Ma in Street.  There a re over 
250 businesses a long Ma in Street inc lud ing  antique stores, ha ir sa lons, insuranc e 
c ompanies, restaurants, d ry c leaners, movie thea ters, and  rea l esta te 
c ompanies.200  The Port Washing ton LIRR stop  is loc a ted  on Ma in Street with a  
c ommuter pa rking  lot.  Blumenfield  Pa rk, the Landmark, and  the Lib ra ry a re a lso 
on Ma in Street. 

                                                      
200 InfoUSA's Power Business CD version #:4.3 provided by the GPWBID. 
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Lower Ma in Street, running  a long Manhasset Bay, runs from Shore Road  to 
Fifth Avenue.  As this road  runs d own hill toward  the water, it is first lined  w ith 
c ommerc ia l businesses, then opens into the waterfront and  the residentia l 
neighborhoods.  Lower Ma in Street inc ludes businesses suc h as a  ha rdware store 
and  ic e c ream shop , the Town Doc k, Sunset Pa rk and  residentia l neighborhoods.  
The c ommerc ia l spac es a long Lower Ma in Street inc lud ing  two-three story 
build ings built to the p roperty line. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunset Park on Lower Main Street 

Main Street 
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Shore Road 

Shore Road  runs a long Baxter Esta tes 
Beac h, Sheets Creek East, and  
Manhasset Isle from Ma in Street to 
Manorhaven Bouleva rd . This 
c ommerc ia l c orridor has two la rge 
reta il c enters set bac k from the street 
by la rge pa rking  lots, gas sta tions, 
restaurants, and  other sma ller reta il 
stores.  Shore Road  a lso inc ludes 
passive rec rea tion a reas:  Baxter Pond  
owned  by the County and  Mill Pond  
owned  by the Town.  On the west side 
of Shore Road , the Town a lso owns 
Ba rba ra  Johnson Park.  The village of 
Port Washing ton North owns Pellegrino 
Pa rk.  The village of Baxter Esta tes 
opened  their beac h front to the 
genera l pub lic  in 2002. 
 
 
 
 

The Stop  and  Shop  Reta il Center, loc a ted  on the c orner of Shore Road , Old  Shore 
Road , and  Pleasant Avenue, has app roxima tely 105,000 squa re feet of reta il 
spac e.  There is a  65,000 squa re foot Stop  and  Shop  Supermarket and  add itiona l 
40,000 sq ua re feet of reta il spac e ad jac ent to the supermarket w ith a  Hollywood  
Video, Bank of Smithtown, Rad io Shac k and  Magg ie Moos.  A two-level reta il 
build ing  is p roposed  a long Shore Road  w ith an add itiona l 26,000 squa re feet of 
p roposed  reta il spac e, inc lud ing  an indoor/ outdoor restaurant on Shore Road . 201 
 
 

 

                                                      
201 Port Washington North Moratorium Commission Land Use Report, December 2004, Port Washington North. 

Stop and Shop Retail Center 

Shore Road 

D
o

w
n

to
w

n
s 

&
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
C

o
m

m
er

ci
al

 C
o

rr
id

o
rs

 



 

August 2005  Page 77 

Existing Conditions Report 

There was widesp read  opposition to the development of this reta il c enter as 
residents worried  about the c ha rac ter of the development, the inc rease tra ffic  
volumes, and  pedestrian sa fety.  The developers p lan to rec onstruc t the sidewa lk 
on the east side of Shore Road , w ith benc hes and  p lantings, to make it ma tc h or 
c omp lement the streetsc ape of the west side of Shore Road , whic h inc ludes the 
Baywa lk a long Manhasset Bay.  While the rest of the reta il c enter is being 
developed , c onc erns a bout pedestrian sa fety a re being  add ressed  by the 
developer.202  The villa ge of Port Wa shing ton North (Villa ge) rec eived  a  g rant for 
$280,200 from the Sta te Dep a rtment of Tra nsp orta tion a nd  an a d d itiona l 
$54,000 in p ub lic  a nd  p riva te d ona tions to a d d  tra ffic  c a lming  measures to 
Shore Roa d .  The c enter med ia n w ill b e a  ra ised , mounta b le med ia n w ith a  red  
b ric k surfa c e.   The Village is a lso working  w ith Stop  & Shop  to c rea te step s a nd  
a  ha nd ic a p  ra mp  from the sid ewa lk a long  Shore Roa d  to the p a rking  lo t.  The 
Villa ge ha s a lrea d y a p p roved  p la ns for Stop  & Shop  to c onstruc t a  red  b ric k like 
surfa c e sid ewa lk a long  Shore Roa d  to b ea utify the streetsc ap e.  The Village is in 
d isc ussions w ith the County to  a d d  a n a d d it iona l c rosswa lk a c ross Shore Roa d  
a t the southern entra nc e to Stop  & Shop .  Construc tion should  shortly a fter 
La b or Da y.203 
 
The Soundview Marketp lac e is a t the c orner of Soundview Drive and  Shore Road  
northwest of the Stop  and  Shop  Reta il Center.  The Soundview Marketp lac e has 
app roxima tely 26 reta il estab lishments inc lud ing  a  video store, g roc ery store, shoe 
store, and  movie thea ter.  This reta il c enter has over 180,000 squa re feet of reta il 
spac e.  The anc hor tenants inc lude King  Kullen w ith 48,100 squa re feet, Clea rview 
Cinema w ith 25,400 sq ua re feet of spac e.  The pa rking  lot a t the Soundview 
Marketp lac e has the c apac ity for 725 c a rs.204 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                      
202 Port Washington North Moratorium Commission Land Use Report, December 2004, Port Washington North. 
203 Village of Port Washington North. Safer Shore Road for the Residents of the Port Washington Peninsula. 
Grant application for the New York State Department of Transportation Local Safe Streets and Traffic Calming 
Program. 
204 Acadia Realty website. www.acadiarealty.com. 
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Manorhaven Boulevard 

Manorhaven Bouleva rd  is the p rimary road  in the village of Manorhaven.  This 
County-owned  road  runs a long the Manorhaven Park and  through the 
downtown of the village.  The c ommerc ia l a rea  of Manorhaven Bouleva rd  is 
bound  b y Shore Road  a nd  Hic kory Road .  There a re c urrently about 35 b usinesses 
a long Manorhaven Bouleva rd , inc lud ing  restaurants, an auto bod y shop , 
insuranc e c ompanies, c a rpet c leaners, p lumb ing  and  heating  c ompanies, and  
the Port Washing ton Senior Citizens Inc .205 
 
 

 
 
 

Manorhaven Bouleva rd  is a  two-lane road  w ith a  left turn lane.  Pa rking , as in the 
other c ommerc ia l c orrid ors, is ava ilab le on the street.  The c ommerc ia l entities 
a long Manorhaven Bouleva rd  lac k c onsistent fac ades or signage.  These 
businesses a re b uilt out to the p roperty line w ithout d istinc tive streetsc ape 
elements.  Most of the build ings a re one or two stories. 
 
 

 
 

                                                      
205 InfoUSA's Power Business CD version #:4.3 provided by the GPWBID. 

Manorhaven Boulevard 

Manorhaven Boulevard 

D
o

w
n

to
w

n
s 

&
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
C

o
m

m
er

ci
al

 C
o

rr
id

o
rs

 



 

August 2005  Page 79 

Existing Conditions Report 

In 2000, there were 10,708 housing  units on the Port Washing ton Peninsula , 
with an oc c upanc y ra te of 97.6 perc ent.  The majority of the oc c up ied  
housing  units, 66 perc ent, were owner-oc c up ied  and  34 perc ent were 
rented .  The figure below shows there was an inc rease in the number of 
both sing le and  multi-unit housing  on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  
between 1999 and  2000. 
 
 

Changes in Housing Units 1990 - 2000 

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000

1 
un

it d
et

ac
he

d

1 
un

it a
tta

ch
ed

2 
un

its

3 
or

 4
 u

nit
s

5 
to

 9
 u

nit
s

10
 to

 1
9 

un
its

20
 o

r m
or

e 
un

its

Type of Structure

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
U

n
it

s

1990

2000

 
 
 
However, the overa ll number of housing  units on the Port Washington Peninsula  
inc reased  less than 1 perc ent between 1990 and  2000.  Sinc e 2000, there has 
been an inc rease in the number of housing  units on the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula . 
 
 
Subdivisions 

A subd ivision oc c urs when a  lot w ith one house is subd ivided  into a  lot w ith more 
than one house.  The number of subd ivisions ha s inc reased  in the past 10 yea rs on 
the Port Washing ton Peninsula .  Subd ivid ing  a  p roperty and  add ing  more houses 
c an inc rease demand  for servic es from the wa ter, sewer, fire, polic e d istric ts.  Port 
Washing ton North felt tha t the growth of subd ivisions was suc h a  develop ing  
p rob lem tha t they imposed  a  one-yea r mora torium on subd ivid ing  p roperty.206  
 

                                                      
206 Bob Weitzner, Mayor, Port Washington North. 
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Reasonably-Priced Housing Options 

Lac k of reasonab ly-p ric ed  housing  op tions is a  p rob lem tha t fac es a ll of Long  
Island inc lud ing  the Port Washington Peninsula .  Over one-qua rter of renters on 
the Port Washington Peninsula  pa id  over 35 perc ent of their inc ome on housing  in 
2000.207  The med ian rent on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  was $1,315 in 2000 
and  over 70 perc ent of renter-oc c up ied  housing  units rented  for over $1,000.208  
The med ian home va lue in Port Washing ton in 2000 was $439,700 whic h is more 
than twic e the na tiona l average. 209  Currently, the med ian listing  p ric e of a  house 
is $695,000, a  17 perc ent inc rease from three yea rs ago.210  Currently, the average 
listing  p ric e of a  house is $930,784.211  Housing  p ric es have bec ome so high tha t 
young p rofessiona ls and  senior c itizens have troub le find ing  a  home they c an 
a fford .  While there has been an inc rease in the ava ilab le senior housing , there is 
still very little workforc e/ transitiona l housing  for young p rofessiona ls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
207US Census 2000 Summary File 1 (SF 1) 100-Percent Data. DP-1 Profile of General Housing Characteristics. 

- 11050 zip code. 
208 ibid 
209 ibid 
210 Long Island Multiple Listing Service – aggregate average of years 2004 and 2005. Summary information 

provided by Stephanie Joaquin, Office Manager, Prudential Douglas Elliman, 551 Port Washington Blvd., 
Port Washington. The Long Island Multiple Listing Service is a licensed proprietary software of the Long 
Island Board of Realtors (LIBOR).   

211 ibid 
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As c ommerc ia l and  industria l uses on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  
c hange, p roperties c an be remed ia ted , if nec essary, and  redeveloped  to 
meet new needs or c onverted  to open spac e.  With the limited  spac e 
ava ilab le on the Port Washing ton Peninsula  for new development or open 
spac e, it is vita l to take an inventory of existing  pa rc els tha t might be 
redeveloped  or c onverted  to open spac e.  Redevelop ing  existing 
p roperties c an inc rease the loc a l tax base, c rea te jobs, and  reduc e 
p ressure to develop  the rema ining  open spac e on the Port Washing ton 
Peninsula .212 
 
 
Land USe 

A greenfield  is undeveloped  land  tha t does not have an environmenta l ba rrier to 
development. There a re very few greenfields left on Long  Island .  Any 
development likely on the Port Washington Peninsula  w ill be redevelopment of 
existing  p roperties.  A grayfield  redevelopment is the p roc ess of rec la iming 
existing  developed  sites tha t a re ec onomic a lly nonviab le and  transforming them 
into new uses tha t c an revita lize a  loc a l ec onomy.  Often grayfields a re 
underutilized  reg iona l shopp ing  ma lls and  strip  shopp ing  c enters tha t c an be 
transformed  into mixed -use town c enters.  Add itiona lly, g ra yfields redevelopment 
c an inc lude transforming  downtown and  c ommerc ia l c orridors to meet the 
needs of a  ma ture c ommunity.  A b rownfield  site is defined , by the Sma ll Business 
Liab ility Relief and  Brownfields Revita liza tion Ac t, as “ rea l p roperty, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of whic h may be c omp lic a ted  by the p resenc e or 
potentia l p resenc e of a  haza rdous substanc e, pollutant, or c ontaminant.” 213  
The United  Sta tes Environmenta l Protec tion Agenc y (EPA) estima tes tha t there a re 
over 450,000 b rownfield  sites in the United  Sta tes.  On the Peninsula , p rimary a reas 
of c onc ern a re the sites of c urrent or former d ry c leaning  estab lishments, gas 
sta tions and  industria l uses.  The Town rec eived  a  $200,000 grant from the EPA for 
site assessment in New Cassel.  This EPA Pilot Demonstra tion Grant was used  to 
fac ilita te redevelopment a long Prospec t Avenue. 
 
 
Zoning 

The village Board  of Trustees or Town Board  (Leg isla tive Body) of eac h 
munic ipa lity has the power to set or c hange a  zone.  Eac h munic ipa lity has a  
Zoning  Board  of Appea ls (Zoning  Board ) to whic h any p roperty owner c an app ly 
for relief from the restric tions estab lished  by the zoning  leg isla tion.  The Zoning  
Board  is an independent body, not governed  by the Leg isla tive Bod y.  Build ing  
app lic a tions a re made through the munic ipa lity©s Build ing  Department.  If the 
app lic a tion is denied  for not c onforming to zone requirements then an appea l 
c an be filed .  An app lic a tion for a  c hange of zone is made to the Leg isla tive 
Body.  Some of the p resent land  uses tha t define c erta in a reas of the Port 

                                                      
212 USEPA Brownfield and Redevelopment http://www.epa.gov/brownfields.  
213 United States Environmental Protection Agency website. R
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Washing ton Peninsula  a re g rand fa thered  uses and  no longer permitted .  For 
examp le, Ma in Street is zoned  under the Town for c ommerc ia l use only, b ut has 
many mixed -use b uild ings (shop s w ith apa rtments) tha t a re g rand fa thered  uses.  
Spot zoning , whic h is illega l, is a  c hange of zone for a  limited  a rea  tha t typ ic a lly 
does not c onform to surround ing  uses.  The ma jority of the Peninsula  is zoned  for 
some type of residentia l.   Zoning  rules tha t govern development on the Peninsula  
a re c omp lex and  d iverse.  Overa ll, there a re a  number of land  uses w ithin the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  and  subseq uently a  va riety of zoning  c a tegories w ithin 
eac h village and  the Town.  In add ition, zoning  regula tions va ry from village to 
village to Town. 
 
 

Table 11.1 Zoning Regulations for Port Washington Peninsula 

Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

Town of North 
Hempstead 

Resident Open 
Spac e  (R-O-S) 

2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

2.5 ac res 

Single family dwelling , 
p rofessiona l offic es, 
relig ious build ings, 
outdoor pool, non-p rofit/  
c ha ritab le/  educ a tiona l 

PWRC: 7 
ac res 

Res: 8,500 
sq  ft   

Planned 
Waterfront 
Residentia l 
Distric t (PWRD) 

Va ries; 2 ½ stories, 
max 26’  

Multi: 7,500 
sq  ft 

Single family dwelling , 
p rofessiona l offic es, 
relig ious build ings, 
outdoor pool, non-p rofit/  
c ha ritab le/  educ a tiona l, 
multip le unit development 
c luster development 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

  R-AAA 

other: 45’  

20,000 sq ft 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, agricultura l 
(restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office 
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

  R-AA 

other: 45’  

14,000 sq ft 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, munic ipa l/  
volunteer firehouse, pa rk, 
ra ilroad  sta tion, pa rish 
house or school 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

  R-A 

other: 45’  

8,500 sq  ft 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, munic ipa l/  
volunteer firehouse, pa rk, 
ra ilroad  sta tion, pa rish 
house or school 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

  R-B 

other: 45’  

6,000 sq  ft 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, 
munic ipa l/ volunteer 
firehouse, pa rk, ra ilroad  
sta tion, pa rish house or 
sc hool 
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

  R-C 

other: 45’  

6,000 sq  ft 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , detac hed two 
family dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, 
munic ipa l/ volunteer 
firehouse, pa rk, ra ilroad  
sta tion, pa rish house or 
sc hool 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 30’  

Two family: 
2,000 sq  ft 
per family 

  R-D 
other: 45’  
  
  

Townhous
e: 5,000 sq  
ft per 
developm
ent 
  

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , single family 
town homes, detac hed 
and a ttac hed  two family 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, detac hed 
ga rages, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, munic ipa l/  
volunteer firehouse, pa rk, 
ra ilroad  sta tion, pa rish 
house or school 

  RM 3 stories, max 45’  

One ac re 
per 
multip le 
dwelling ; 
Min lot: 
1,500 sq  ft 
per family; 
Senior 
living : 
20,000 sq 
ft; Senior 
Day Care: 
40,000 sq 
ft; Nursing 
Home: 1 
ac re 

Detac hed single family 
dwelling , single family 
town homes, detac hed 
and a ttac hed  two family 
dwelling , multip le 
dwelling , relig ious 
struc ture, detac hed 
ga rages, agricultura l (w ith 
restric tions), p rofessiona l 
office, Sta te Board  of 
Regents institution, pub lic  
lib ra ry, a rt ga llery and 
museum, 
munic ipa l/ volunteer 
firehouse, pa rk, ra ilroad  
sta tion, pa rish house or 
sc hool 
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

  
Golden Age 
Residence 
Distric t 

3 stories, max 42’  

One ac re 
per 40 
units Min 
lot: 20,000 
sq  ft 

Multip le dwelling for 
seniors 

  R-S 3 stories, max 45’  5 ac res 

Senior independent living  
fac ilities, senior 
c ongrega ted living 
fac ilities, senior assisted  
living fac ilities, nursing 
homes, senior day ca re 
c enters, must be 2 types 
of uses  

  Hospita l Distric t 6 stories, max 72’  40 ac res Hosp ita ls 

  
Open Spac e 
Rec rea tion 
Distric t 

35’  Excep tion: 
netting  for golf 
d riving range 

4 ac res 

Golf course, golf d riving  
range, minia ture golf 
c ourse, unenc losed 
ska ting  rink, unenc losed  
tennis c ourt 

  Parking Distric t     
Open-a ir, g round -level 
pa rking, ra ilroad struc ture 

  CFD 3 stories, max 45’  2.5 ac res 
Multip le-residence 
dwelling , senior dwellings, 
mixed use 

  
Transporta tion 
Distric t 

3 stories, max 40’    Sta tion, depot 

  B-AA 35’  Va ries 

Bank, hotel, thea ter, 
stud io, offices, 
showrooms, ga lleries, 
persona l use shops, reta il 

  B-A 3 stories, max 40’  2,000 sq  ft 

Offic es, reta il, shops, 
pub lic  lib ra ry, a rt ga llery, 
ra ilway passenger sta tion, 
relig ious struc ture 

  Business-B 3 stories, max 40’  2,000 sq  ft 

Offic es, reta il, shops, 
pub lic  lib ra ry, a rt ga llery, 
ra ilway passenger sta tion, 
relig ious struc ture, ba rber 
shop , medica l/ denta l 
labora tories 
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

  
Planned 
Industria l Pa rk 
Distric t 

2 stories, max 50’  
20 gross 
ac res 

Light industria l, banks, 
resea rc h/ design 
labora tories, warehouses, 
d istribution p lants, single 
purpose offices 

  
Industria l A 
Distric t 

2 stories, max 30’  5 ac res 

Labora tories, office 
build ings, banking 
institutions, wa rehouse, 
d istribution, light industria l, 
manufac turing  

  

Modified  
Planned 
Industria l Pa rk 
Distric t 

3 stories, max 50’  
20 gross 
ac res 

Light industria l, 
resea rc h/ design 
labora tories, 
warehousing/ d istribution 
p lants, headquarters, 
office build ings, financ ia l 
institutions 

  
Service 
Commerc ia l 
Distric t 

2 stories, max 40’  40,000 sq ft 

Sc ientific / industria l 
resea rc h labora tories, 
office build ings, financ ia l 
institutions, 
warehousing/ d istribution 
p lants, light industria l, 
c ommerc ia l, 
munic ipa l/ town 

  Industria l B Max 40’  10,000 sq ft 

Any use other than trade 
tha t is noxious or offensive 
by reason of the emission 
of odor, dust, smoke, gas 
or noise 

Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 35’  

Baxter Estates 
  

Residents A 
Other: 3 stories, 
max 45’  

8,500 sq  ft 

Single family dwelling , 
pub lic  lib ra ry, relig ious 
struc tures, p rofessiona l 
offices, open a ir pa rking, 
Sta te of Regents use 

Multi: 3 stories, 
max 33’  

Multi: 
10,000 sq ft 

1 Res: 2 ½ stories, 
max 35’  

1 Res: 
8,000 sq  ft 

  
  
  

Residents F 

Other: 3 stories, 
max 30’   

Other: 
8,000 sq  ft 

Multip le dwelling , two 
family detac hed , single 
family,  
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

  Business A 

Commerc ia l: 4 
stories, max 60’   
Other: 2 ½ stories, 
max 35’  

NA 

Hotels, offic es, financ ia l 
institution, thea ter, 
restaurants, reta il, 
persona l shops, office, 
single family, two family  

Flower Hill R-1 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

1 ac re 

Single family dwelling  w /  
2-4 c a r ga rage, 
p rofessiona l offic e in 
dwelling  

  R-2 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

22,000 sq ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1-3 c a r ga rage 

  R-3 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

18000 sq ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1-3 c a r ga rage 

  R-4 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

15000 sq ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1-3 c a r ga rage 

  R-5 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

12,500 sq ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1- 3 c a r ga rage 

  R-6 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

10,000 sq ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1-2 c a r ga rage 

  R-7 
2 ½ stories, max 
30’  

7,500 sq  ft 
Single family dwelling  w /  
1-2 c a r ga rage 
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 R-8   Cluster residentia l 

 Business Distric t 2-3 stories, max 35’  
10,000 – 
15,000 sq ft 

Pub lic  uses opera ted  and 
mainta ined  by a  
governmenta l agenc y;   
semipub lic  uses opera ted 
and mainta ined by a  
nonp rofit organiza tion; 
reta il shops; service 
estab lishments;  
c ommerc ia l-rec rea tiona l 
uses,   
industria l uses; reta il repa ir 
shops; uses by spec ia l 
exc ep tion of the Board  of 
Trustees when authorized 
a fter a  pub lic  hea ring ; a ll 
c ommerc ia l app lic a tions 
sha ll be sub jec t to site 
p lan review  by the Board  
of Trustees. 
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

 Munic ipa l and 
Pub lic  Distric t 

2½ stories, max 35’  7,500 sq  ft 

Any dwelling  a llowed in 
an R-1 d istric t or a  c hurc h 
or other build ing  used 
exc lusively as a  house of 
worship ; a  sc hool build ing  
owned , opera ted  and 
mainta ined  by a  duly 
c onstituted sc hool d istric t; 
a  pub lic  lib ra ry or pub lic , 
nonp rofit a rt ga llery or 
museum;   a  pub lic  
firehouse; a  rec rea tiona l 
a rea  for village munic ipa l 
purposes or for the 
purposes of any 
membership  c orpora tion 
to whic h a ll owners of 
p roperty in the residence 
d istric ts a re elig ib le for 
membership ; a  wa ter 
tower, storage tank, 
pumping sta tion, well or 
other auxilia ry wa ter 
d istric t purposes; village 
munic ipa l purposes and 
uses. 

 Hospita l Distric t   

A hosp ita l or sanita rium, 
other than those for 
infec tious or c ontagious 
d iseases or insanity or 
menta l d iseases or liquor 
or d rug add ic tion. 

Manorhaven R-1 & R-2 2 stories, max 26’  4,000 sq  ft 
One family detac hed ; 
tw o family a ttac hed  

  R-3 2 stories, max 26’  5,000 sq  ft 
One dwelling  unit per 
5000 sf, minimum site a rea 
is one ac re 

 R-4   
Multip le dwellings for 
existing use only 

  Multip le A     
All existing is permitted  
as is 

  Multip le B 2 stories, max 28’  
Min: 1,500 
sq  ft per 
family 

Apartment house 

 C-1   Commerc ia l Marine R
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 C-2   Commerc ia l Offic e 

 C-3   Commerc ia l Reta il 

 I-2 & I-3   Industria l 

 G-1 & G-2   Governmenta l 

Plandome 
Manor 

R-22 
2½ stories, max 
35’  

22,000 sq  
ft 

Sing le family dwelling, 
home p rofessiona l 
offic e, village-owned 
parking lots, pa rks, 
p laygrounds, museums 

  R-15 
2½ stories, max 
35’  

15,000 sq  
ft 

Sing le family dwelling, 
home p rofessiona l 
offic e, village owned 
parking lots, pa rks 

Port 
Washington 
North 

Residenc e A-
1 

2½ stories, max 
31’  

6,000 sq  ft 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling, houses of 
worship , p rofessiona l 
offic e 

  Residenc e B 
2½ stories, max 
31’  

5,000 sq  ft 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling, houses of 
worship , p rofessiona l 
offic e 

  Residenc e C 
2½ stories, max 
31’  

4,000 sq  ft 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling, houses of 
worship , p rofessiona l 
offic e, detac hed  two 
family dwelling, 
hosp ita l or sanita rium 
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  Apartment 
2½ stories, max 
31’  

Min: 1,500 
sq  ft per 
unit 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling, houses of 
worship , p rofessiona l 
offic e, multip le 
dwelling, c ommunity 
garage 

  
Senior Citizen 
Housing 

2½ stories, max 
31’  

15 ac res 
c ontinuo
us 

Housing for elderly 

 
Business 
Distric t 

2½ stories, max 
31’   

 

Governmenta l and  
munic ipa l purposes; 
banks and  financ ia l 
institutions; stores and  
shops for reta il and  
servic e businesses.  
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Community Designation Build ing Height Lot Size Use 

 
Wa terfront 
Distric t 

  

Yards and  marinas; 
fishing sta tions; gas 
filling sta tion for boa ts; 
ba thing or swimming 
fac ilities; yac ht and  
boa t c lubs; pa rks, 
p laygrounds, and  
doc ks; launc hing 
ramps; party boa t 
c harger enterp rises; 
house of worship . 

 
Ec onomic  
Development 
A Distric t 

  

Offic es for exec utive, 
administra tive or 
p rofessiona l purposes; 
sc ientific  and / or 
researc h labora tories; 
assembly, fab ric a tion, 
and  finishing of a rtic les 
of sma ll c ompass and  
high va lue; storage 
fac ilities; te lephone 
exc hanges or simila r 
pub lic  utility fac ilities; 
estab lishments for 
p rinting, bookb ind ing; 
lib ra ries, educ a tiona l 
and  c ultura l c enters; 
restaurants; food  
servic e fac ilities 
inc identa l to other uses 
permitted  within the an 
ED-A Distric t. 
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 Industria l A    

Any lawful industria l 
purpose exc ep t uses 
suc h as ac id  
manufac ture, a rsena l, 
c rematory d ry 
c leaning; p la ting 
works, etc .214 

Sands Point Residentia l A 

2 stories and  an 
a ttic , max 35’ , 
40’  on restric ted  
lot 

2 ac res 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling; pub lic  
p rimary and  sec ondary 
sc hools; c hurc hes 

  Residentia l  B 

2 stories and  an 
a ttic , max 35’ , 
40’  on restric ted  
lot 

1 ac re 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling; pub lic  
p rimary and  sec ondary 
sc hools 

  Residentia l  C Max 30’  5 ac res 

Detac hed  sing le family 
dwelling; pub lic  
p rimary and  sec ondary 
sc hools; c hurc hes 

 

 

                                                      
214 The Village of Port Washington North has a long list of exceptions in their village code. This is just a sample     
      of that list.  
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The Port Washing ton Peninsula  is d ivided  into multip le munic ipa lities and 
jurid isc tiona l authorities inc lud ing  six villages, nine spec ia l d istric ts, the 
Town of North Hempstead , Sta te-owned  roads, and  County-owned  roads 
and  parks.  Primarily residentia l, the Peninsula  has four ma in c ommerc ia l 
c orridors whic h c rea te a  sp ine through the midd le of the peninsula  both 
north-south and  east-west.  These c ommerc ia l c orridors inc lude na tional 
c ha in stores, reg iona l stores, and  loc a lly-owned  businesses.  
 
 
Issues and Opportunities 

As a  Peninsula  w ith limited  ac c ess points, Port Wa shing ton has tra ffic  c ongestion, 
tra ffic  sa fety issues, d rinking  water qua lity c onc erns, c hang ing  c ommunity 
servic es need s, and  d isaster management c ha llenges.   
 

 With over 1,400 ac res of open spac e, and  pub lic a lly ac c essib le waterfront on 
Manhasset Bay and  Hempstead  Harbor, the Peninsula  offers its residents many 
rec rea tiona l opportunities. 

 The perc ep tion in the Port Washing ton Community tha t the water qua lity of 
Manhasset Bay, Hempstead  Harbor and  of the d rinking  is poor or dangerous is 
not c orrec t.  There is the opportunity for the better pub lic ze the qua lity of the 
d rinking  wa ter and  the sw immab le standa rds of the Bay and  the Harbor. 

 With suc h a  va luab le resourc es as the waterfront on Manhasset Bay and 
Hemsp tead  Harbor, the Port Washing ton c ommunity has the opportunity to 
c ap ita lizing  on their waterfront history and  c urrent waterfront assets. 

 With only one a rteria l route and  three ma in roads p rovid ing  sec ond ary 
ac c ess, tra ffic  c ongestion a ffec ts Port Washing ton c ommuters every day.  

 Reliant on ac quifers for potab le wa ter, Port Washing ton residents a lso risk 
sa ltwa ter intrusion, g roundwa ter c ontamination, and  overusage issues.  While, 
ac c ord ing  to both the PWWD and  SPWD, sa ltwater intrusion is not a  c urrent 
p rob lem, as the Peninsula  c ontinues to develop , the wa ter d istric ts fac e 
add itiona l demand  for potab le water.  Currently, the PWWD is d rilling  off-
Peninsula  for its new well to meet demand .   

 The p rominent c ommunity needs identified  by servic e p roviders on the 
Peninsula  inc lude ac tivities for teenagers, espec ia lly a fter sc hool; a fforda b le 
c hildc a re; and  servic es for seniors. 

 While the three polic e depa rtment and  the PWFD have had  d isc ussions a bout 
c rea ting  a  d isaster management p lan, the p lan has not been fina lized .   

 As housing  p ric es on Long Island  and  the Peninsula  c ontinue to rise, the 
c ommunity fac es the need  to c rea te more inc entives for a ffordab le housing  
for young p rofessiona ls, families, and  seniors. 

 With limited  greenspac e ava ilab le on the Peninsula , the Port Washing ton 
c ommunity has the opportunity to maximize development in existing 
grayfields and  b rownfields, to p rotec t rema ining  open spac e. C
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Shared Vision Process 

The Shared  Vision p roc ess has been an opportunity for a ll residents of the Port 
Washing ton Peninsula  to sha re their vision of the future of the Peninsula  and  
exp ress their c onc erns.  The Shared  Vision p roc ess b rought the multip le 
munic ipa lities, spec ia l d istric ts, and  c itizens of the Port Washing ton Peninsula  
together to beg in to think reg iona lly, and  not just loc a lly.  This Existing  Cond itions 
Report is a  c omp ila tion of the ava ilab le informa tion about the Peninsula .  By 
understand ing  what the existing  c ond itions a re inc lud ing  potab le water c apac ity, 
a ffordab le housing  ava ilab ility, regula tory limita tions, and  demand  for open 
spac e, c ommunity memberes were ab le to c rea te a  reasonab le and  
imp lementab le vision for the future of the Port Wa shing ton Peninsula . 
 
 
Implementation 

Through the Shared  Vision p roc ess, c ommunity members rec ommended  
enhanc ed  c oord ina tion of the va rious jurisd ic tiona l authorities.  Community 
members wanted  to c rea te a  reg iona l level of p lanning  for the future of the 
Peninsula .  This Existing  Cond itions Report p rovides the first c omprehensive, 
Peninsula -w ide desc rip tion of Port Washington.  This report c an p rovide the 
founda tion for enhanc ed  c oord ina tion in the future.  Many of the issues 
highlighted  by the spec ia l d istric ts, village and  town governmenta l offic ia ls, and  
c ommunity servic e p roviders were a lso highlighted  by the c ommunity through the 
visioning  p roc ess.  This c onsensus of the issues a nd  opportunities w ill support the 
imp lementa tion p roc ess whic h makes the Shared  Vision a  rea lity. 
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